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Rrtantire with eS 


Wake day in the year 1863 I was lounging 
under the shadow of a magnificant cedar, 
near the Pend Oreille River, when a canoe 
aby softly over the glassy waters, plied 

xy Indian hunters, who ec: me to tell me of 
two enormous “ orizzlies ” that had just 
passed along the trail leading to the hills 
behind my camping ground. 

The Pend Oreille River is a tributary to 
the mighty Columbia. Its scenery, unsur- 
passed by any stream west of the Rocky 
Mountains, possesses a 
wild beauty and gran- 
deur peculiarly its own. 

The portion of it where 
our story commences is 
named Clark Ford by the 
fur traders, Synakwateen 
by the Indians ; the lat- 
ter word, interpreted, 
means a@ crossing. 

A hunter’s prepara- 
tions are soon com- 
pleted. In ten minutes 
we were ready fora start. 
Our route lay by canoe 
three miles up the river, 
thence by trail into the 
hills, to seek the lair of 
the bears. 

As we paddle along I 
may as well introduce 
my two companions, both 
pure Indians;- One is 
short, thick, ‘muscular, 
square shouldered, and 
very bow legged. His 
Indian name it is impos- 
sible to spell. It means, 
‘*He is of the fleet feet.” 
T called him Quelp. He 
is a brave hunter, a most skilful tracker, a 
decently good shot, but has a decided 
weakness for the “fire water of the pale 
faces.” . 

The other Indian is much younger. 
What he lacks in muscular strength has its 
equivalent in extreme activity and power 
of endurance. By his Indian name he was 
known as ‘‘he of the thumb like a blunt 
ate ;’ but I have named him ‘‘the Satel- 

ite.” 

Their hair they wear long, hanging down 
their backs to their waist, Their only 
clothing is a piece of skin or blanket tied 
round the middle. Each owns a trade gun, 
a canoe and skin lodge, possessions consti- 
tuting the owner wealthy i in his tribe. 
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We land on a grassy slope, stretching 
down from the timber to the water’s edge, 
carry up the canoe-and carefully hide it in 
the bushes, then start for our journey up 
the mountain side. 

Our path led up the course of a mountain 
burn, winding through vast fragments of 
rock that completely covered the hill side. 
The climbing was difficult and tedious. 

Reaching at last a level plain, the sharp 
me of Quelp, detected the trail of bears. 


1ey appeared to have passed several hours | 


ahead of us. A council of war was held. 


As there was little probability of our over- 





taking the grizzlies until too dark to risk 
a fight, we determined on camping and fol- 
lowing them early in the morning. 

After supping on a grouse, skewered on 
a long peeled stick, in lieu of spit, and thus 
roasted over the fire, we slept as only tired 
hunters can sleep. 

The unrisen sun was just tinting the sur- 
rounding hills with its cold, gray light, 
when arough shaking from Quelp disturbed 
my dreams of home. We looked e: irefully 
at our guns to avoid any chance of damp 
causing a miss-fire. This is a hunter’s first 
consideration, for grizzlies, let me tell you, 
are, as the Scotch say, ‘‘kittle cattle to 
shoe.”’ As the lion is king of the jungle, 
so does the grizzly rule supreme over 
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prairie and through the forests of the ‘‘Far 
West.” 

We followed the trail through a belt of 
timber and out on an open grassy slope, 
where wild raspberries grew in great abun- 
dance. It was clear the bears had supped 
on the luscious fruit, for the bushes were 
broken and trampled down. Several places 
were pointed out by Quelp, who went 
through a strange pantomime performance 
to make me understand that the bears had 
here sat on their haunches, as is their wont 
to do when they clean their mouths and 
whiskers with their ponderous feet. 

About three hundred 
yards farther up the 
slope, here very steep 
and quite clear of trees, 
was an immense heap of 
rocks, large, angular 
masses, piled like giant 
masonry. Quelp pointed 
to the tracks that led 
from the bushes up the 
hill side toward the 
rocks, and then went 
down on the grass and 
coiled himself up like 
dog, placing one hand 
over his head. He thus 
demonstrated his belief 
that the bears were fast 
asleep in the crevices of 
the rocks. 

Great care was needed, 
first to get the wind: 
that is, that the breeze 
should blow from the 
animal to the huuter, 
otherwise their keen 
sense of smell discovers 
the approach of man, 
even when they are sleep- 
ing. 

Not a word was to be whispered. The 
rocks reached, we were to ascend from 
three different points, so that in case the 
bear should hear us and come out, one of 
the three would be pretty sure to get ashot. 

Separating at the base of the cairn, I took 
the upper side, Quelp the lower, the Satel- 
lite the angle betwixt us, nearest the timber, 
leading into which was a well trodden 
path. 

Though not afraid, my heart beat loudly 
and I hardly dared to breathe. The first 
rays of the sun, now just ¢ ‘lear of the hills, 
slanted down upon the lichen-clad rocks, 
lighting up the dark crevices and caves, 
the dew- 
and leaf, 








drops, hanging on every spray 
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glittered like countless gems. A stone dis- 
placed by accident, or the chirp of a bird 
made me start, for I knew not how soon 
bruin would be upon me, or whence he 
might come. 

n a stealthy manner I had climbed about 
half way to the summit: Resting on a kind 
of ledge, I discovered, by drawing myself 
along on my stomach, that I could peep 
out over and see what was going on. 

Just below me, on a flat rock, Quelp was 
on his knees, his gun at his shoulder, lev- 
elled into a large crevice, whilst coming 
from a hole behind him was a gigantic 
grizzly. I could see with horror that a 
single bound only was needed. The glit- 
tering eye, rounded back, every muscle 
quivering with rage and ferosity, told in 
language not to be mistaken, that the 
bound would follow in a second, and that 
poor faithful Quelp’s life would be speedily 
ended. 

The flash of Quelp’s gun, and at the same 
instant a dark mass rolling down the rocks, 
seemed to be simultanoeus events. The 
bear had sprung upon him as he fired, and 
with such force as to carry him over the 
rocks and down upon the grassy slope. 

Seizing my rifle, reckless of all conse- 
quences, I leaped from rock to rock, shout- 
ing wildly for Satellite. Before me I saw 
the bear and Indian rolling rapidly one 
over the other down the hill; the shrieks of 
the savage, mingled with the hoarse growls 
of the bear, fell distinctly on my ear. 

To fire would be sheer insanity, as one 
would be just as likely to hit the Indian as 
the bear. The trunk of a large pine tree 
lay just ahead of them, against which I saw 
fet, must roll and stop. 

or poor Quelp I had not the faintest 
hope; all I thought of was shooting the 
ferocious beast. To get a good chance at 
close quarters I ran so as to get the lower 
side of the tree, thinking the bear would 
be so occupied with his victim that I should 
be enabled to come upon him unnoticed. 

Bang came the pair against the tree with 
a force that sent the bear clear over the 
stump, leaving Quelp on the upper side. 

he beast was soon on his legs, growling 
savagely, and, champing like an enraged 
bear, he began hunting round for his lost 
victim. 

By this time I too had reached the stump 
and was within twenty yards of the bear. 
I knew he would charge viciously the 
moment he saw me, and, should I miss, my 
chance of escape was but small. 

Fortunately for me, the animal espied 
Satellite, who preferred looking on from a 
safe distance to that of risking a clawing. 
Turning round to rush at the Indian, the 
beast bronght his side fairly towards me. 

Dropping on my knees and resting my 
rifle on a fallen tree, I drew a ‘‘steady 
bead” on him; the leaden messenger, true 
to its mission, entered the chest just below 
the elbow, and the blood gushed from both 
mouth and nostrils. 

An instinct seemed to tell the brute that 
if once he fell it was never to rise again. 
So, with legs placed wide apart, and rock- 
ing from side to side, he made the hills 
echo with his terrible groans. Savage 
beast as he was, I felt for him, and, to end 
his miseries, sent a second bullet through 
his head, that rolled him over lifeless 
amongst the raspberry bushes where he 
had so recently regaled himself and eaten 
his last supper. 

The first thing was to look after poor 
Quelp—not that I expected to find a spark 
of liferemaining. Then Satellite comin 
boldly down, now that bruin was settle 
and all danger over, assisted in carrying 
the maimed Indian from beneath the tree, 
under which he had burrowed like a marmot, 


the bear I had shot—an ok : 
proportions—lay stiff and rigid, terrible 
even in death. The other, which turned 
out to be the female, had been badly wound- 
ed by Quelp, but had dragged herself out 
and reached the wood. 
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A more pitiable object I never beheld. 
His back literally scored by the powerful 
claws of the bear, his body bruised from 
the bear’s hugging and tumbling over and 
over in his rolling journey down the hill 
added to the fall from the rocks, had we 
nigh scared him out of his senses, 

was satisfied, after a careful examina- 
tion, that he had a chance of recovery; but 
T have found, in severe injuries from wild 
beasts, that the shock to the system is gen- 
erally more dangerous than the wounds. 

We soon made a litter, and, after a most 
trying journey down the mountain, at last 
succeeded in reaching the canoe. Laying 
the wounded man in the bottom of it, we 
paddled down to the Indian village, the 
squaws fore pena possession of the 
patient. As they are most skillful nurses, 
and most practiced hands in all cases of in- 
jury arising from teeth, knife or arrows, I 
felt sure his chance of living was far from 
hopeless. 

Four canoes were manned at once by 
red-skinned hunters, to return for the dead 


bear, and to find the one Quelp had fired 
at when so suddenly pounced upon by an 
unseen foe. 


The wily old hunter had spied one of the 


bears asleep amidst the rocks, and when I 
peeped over the ledge, was in the act of fir- 
ing at her, little dreaming the other was so 
close behind him. 


The old chief in person accompanied us, 


taking me in his canoe—not that a chief is 
a whit cleaner or better dressed than his 
subjects, but he has a kind of questionable 
authority, due to the possession of more 
property than any other in his tribe. 


On reaching the scene of Quelp’s disaster, 


male of huge 


She was easily traced by drops of blood 


that thickly bespattered the ground. After 
a brief search in the forest, an Indian spied 


her sitting up, licking the wound in her 
side. It was left to me to shoot her; walk- 


ing up very near, I sent a bullet through 
her heart. ¢ 


It took some time and much labor to skin 
this forest king and queen; but ‘‘many 
hands made light work,’ and in grand pro- 
cession we a second time decended the 
mountain, bearing with us such trophies of 


the chase as seldom fall to the lot of a hunt- 


er—four feet, armed with such claws as any 
brave would risk his life to have and wear, 
and two grizzly skins. 

The fate of Quelp hung like a gloomy 
cloud over the sunshine of the achievement. 
But danger past is soon forgotten, and he 
was at length pronounced in a fair way of 
recovery. 

I nad the chief a present of one set of 
claws, and Quelp those of the male bear, 
that he might wear round his neck the 
weapons that so fearfully damaged him and 
nearly ended his days. Wild with delight, 
the Indians did war dances and held a grand 
feast in honor of the ‘‘long beard,” as I 
was designatedin Savagedom who had saved 
their kinsman’s life, and presented him 
with that which, of all things on earth an 
Indian most prizes—a necklace of grizzly 
bear’s claws. 

The culinary work in a monastery is not 
necessarily done by a Friar. 

No wonder there are so many unhappy 
marriages, when the ‘‘ best man” never 
gets the bride. 

Underdone cakes in the course of time 
will batter down any man’s stomach.—J. 
O, Picayune. 


“LITTLE ALL) RIGHT.” 


‘*Give me the choice,” said Capt. Bob 
Lockwood, of the New York and Charles- 
ton Steamship Line, ‘‘and I would rather 
have around me one Japanese than a dozen 
Chinamen. Why? Because you can al- 
ways rely on him.. Asarule, he is intelli- 

ent and adaptive, quick to learn, honest, 

rave, industrious, obedient and ambitious. 
You never heard of one in this country be- 
ing convicted of a crime, and in all my 
travels I never met an educated Japanese 
who was not the beau ideal of a gentleman 
in the fullest sense of the word. Look at 
him in our streets, and whether he bea 
student, a merchant, or a government offi- 
cial, you find, that in elegance of manners, 
dress and conversation, he has thoroughly 
assimilated with the best of our people, and 
by reason of his native refinement is a wel- 
come guest in the social circle. I have had 
not a little experience,” continued the Cap- 
tain, ‘‘ and I know whereof I speak.” 

** Let me illustrate: A year or two after 
the war, there came to the city of Charles- 
ton, 8S. C., and boarded at the Mills House 
during their engagement, a company of 
Japanese athletics and jugglers. Among 
them was a manly little, twelve or fifteen 
years of age, who was said to have been the 
original ‘Little all Right.’ You may re- 
member that they first appeared in the 
Academy of Music, in New York, about ’59 
or ’60, and this small youngster, not much 
bigger than a piece of chalk, created a sen- 
sation by ace to the top of a long pole 
that was balanced on a man’s foot, and 
thence to a horizontol ladder, on which he 
did a number of feats. After each one, he 
would whip a fan out of his girdle and 
squeak, ‘all right,’ and the audience would 
draw a long breath and swallow the lumps 
in their throats, for they expected every 
minute torsee the little chap fall. Well, he 
attracted everybody’s attention in the Mills 
House, by his brightness, politeness and 
grace. One day, atter a matinee, the troupe 
were followed toa hotel by a howling crowd 
of negro boys, and when the entrance was 
reached, one of the negroes threw a clod of 
dirt. In an instant, before he could be 
restrained, little ‘ Ring ’"—I remember that 
it was the name by which he was known— 
dashed into the midst of the mob, and, in 
less time than I am telling it, dealing blows 
right and left, had the ragged crew flyin 
before him. The incident was witnesse 
by scores of our citizens, and in conse- 
quence he became quite a favorite, especi- 
ally with the ladies. } ig a5 

“T did not see ‘Ring’ again until eight 

“Tt 





or nine years ago, and then it was in 
York under peculiar circumstances. 
seems that an editor, then on the staff of 
the Herald, who was in Charleston at the 
time I speak of, went into a store on Park 
Row for the purpose of buying some cigars. 
They were served by a tall, handsome Jap- 
anese, about whose manner there was some- 
thing so striking, that the gentleman in- 
quired whether his name was not ‘ Ring.’ 
The young fellow blushed, and at first 
tried toevade the question, but finally con- 
fessed that he was called Ringwood, and 
sometimes George. Being pressed, he fur- 
ther said that several years before he had 
been attached to a Japanese combination, 
and traveled through the country with it. 
Tired ofa strolling life, and anxious to do 
something better, he came to New York, 
found a friend in the janitor of one of the 
public schools, and was taken under his 
roof on condition that he should sweep out 
the school rooms, make the fires in winter, 
and do whatever might be necessary on the 
premises. He was also permitted to attend 
the school, and in this way became fa: 









with the language and rudiments of an En- 
glish education. 

**Such was his life for a number of terms, 
but, at last, although grateful to his pro- 
tector, he began to chafe under the thought 
that he was dependent. He therefore de- 
termined to seek a business position in 
which he could earn his own living. The 
cigar store, he said, offered him temporary 
employment, but it was not a position that 
suited his taste. He was anxious to im- 
prove his mind and especially to study navi- 
gation, in order, if possible that he might sail 
into aJ apanese harbor the master of a ship. 
It is singular, that at the time he had quite 
forgotten his native tongue, although it 
may be explained by the fact which I 
learned subsequently, that he was stolen 
when a child, and carried to England with 
a troupe of performers. 

** Well, to make the story short, a good 
deal of interest being aroused in the lad. 
he was provided with books calculated to 
give him a general knowledge of various 
rocky rap that would be useful to him in lat- 
ter life. Itis about this time that my edi- 
torial friend brought him to my cabin, and 
you may judge of my surprise when I rec- 
ognized in the young fellow my little hero 
of the Charleston row, ‘Ring.’ He said he 
wanted to go to sea, would act as my cabin 
boy, work as a fireman, in short, do any- 
thing that would enable him to learn the 
duties aboard ship. There was no place 
right there and then where I could use him 
to advantage, either to himself or myself, 
but I determined to take him one trip, any- 
how, if it was only to study his chacterist- 
ics. He was one of the most competent, 
active and obliging lads I ever saw, and 
therefore I had no hesitation, on my re- 
turn to the city, in hunting up an old 
friend, Captain Read, of the Havana Line 
(who, by the way, is a graduate of Heidel- 
berg, and every inch a sailor), and relating 
the circumstances. Read engaged him at 
once, and made him for the time being, his 
personal attendant. The captain subse- 
quently told me that in less than a month, 

ing knew all compass, winds and tides, 
and could steer a ship as well as himself. 

*“Under his direction he progressed 
rapidly, especially in the study of naviga- 
tion. The engineers and other officers 
were also kind, and before the expiration 
of a year, the lad was familiar with every- 
thing on board, from truck to keelson, and 
from boiler fiues to piston rods. Read 
then told him that he was unable to teach 
him any more, and that his next best plan 
was to goto sea in a sailing ship and make 
a voyage around the world, so that he 
could apply his knowledge practically. 
Ring was delighted with the idea, and be- 
tween Read and myself, we secured him a 
berth under a kind captain of a ship on the 
Black Ball Line. 

**T never have seen the boy since, but a 
few months ago, my friend showed mea 
letter from Yokohama, which gave a brief 
account of the events that occurred after 
he reached his native land. On his arrival, 
he was allowed to go ashore, and being rec- 
ognized as a Japanese who could fluently 
speak English, while he had lost all memo- 
ry of his mother tongue, he became an ob- 
sag of curious interest among the resident 

uropeans, as well as some of the officials. 
The result was, that they not only secured 
his discharge from the ship, but he was 

ven @ position in the Yokohama Post Of- 

ce. He was just the man they wanted, 
and his promotion was rapid. In a few 
months he had recovered the use of the 
lan e. This made him doubly valuable 
to the authorities, and it was not long be- 
fore he was chosen as a consular agent ; or 
something of that kind, and rapidly pro- 
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moted in the diplomatic service of the em- 
pire. His letter modestly referred to the 
fact, that, by reason of his usefulness to 
the government as a native who had trav- 
eled much in Europe and America, and 
was therefore possessed of desirable infor- 
mation, he had at last found the field which 
his destiny intended him to occupy.” 


Things That Ought Not To Be. 


BY SYLVIA GREY. 


Some one spoke truly when he said: 
‘*Every thing is something else.” Silver 
and gold cannot buy the genuine article 
because it is not purchasable, hence we 


find our favorite beverage in the morning. 


a compound of beans and chickory instead 
of coffee. The grocer does not manufac- 
ture his tubs of 
sure us emphatically that milk and cream 
have played an important part in the mak- 
ing. Lard is shamefully tampered with, 
arsenic is freely used in this article. No 
more New Orleans molasses greets our pal- 
ates—sugar every one knows is a com- 
pound of glass and sand. 

Time would fail to enumerate the cases 
where the American public is shamefully 
imposed on. We are fools, simply fools, 
to thus quietly bear this terrible grievance. 

In Europe it is not so. No tradesman is 
allowed to sell an article of food that is not 
genuine unless he declares the fact to his 
customer. Even milk, on which so many 
baby lives depend, and an article that we 
always handle suspiciously, is never dilu- 
ted with a drop of water unless the fact is 
known to the purchaser. ‘‘ Will you have 
the pure, at such a price ?”’ is asked; if the 
answer is in the affirmative, the party pays 
for, and gets the pure article. 

In meat, no matter if a child is sent, if 
he carries the price of superior beef he gets 
it; if he wishes a low priced piece, he gets 
that. But here when we pay for a good 
thing the fraud is practiced to such an 
enormous extent that we get even the poor- 
est article, unless we happen to be judges, 
which cannot always be the case. 

The same principle is carried on in other 
departments ; shoes, for instance, are often 
composed solely of paper, and you only 
become aware of the fact when they be- 
come worn. One would suppose from see- 
ing a pair of patent leather slippers that all 
patent leather was glazed cloth, it is so 
universally used. When the sole of a shoe 
becomes worn, then we discover to our 
amazement and chagrin that we have had 
nothing between our feet and the damp 
pavement but a combination of brown paper 
and glue. 

It is almost impossible to detect linen 
from cotton. There are very few that can 
do it in the present generation unless they 
are octogenarians. There is a vast differ- 
ence between the two, however, but the 
weaving is so subtile, and the declarations 
so pronounced in regard to it, that one 
purchases a handkerchief and walks out of 
the store wondering how linen can change 
so! ‘All silk,’ but an examination of the 
delicate threadings tells a different story— 
so with ‘‘ All wool,” 
of the sleeve with care reveals a different 
state of things. 

There has been much comfort in think- 
ing that an egg is intact—but alas! they 
are trying to get the inside of the egg too ! 
and spoil our dreams of security with egg 
powder. Fruit jellies are only flavored 
and that very poorly, the balance consist- 
ing of gelatine. If they will only leave us 
our sweet butter and bread we may cling 
to life a few years longer. Such vandalism 


should be made to cease. 


utter, and how ean he as- | 


A little unravelling | 
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MINERALOGICAL NOTES, 


Original communications are solicited for this depart- 
a Accompany letters with sketches whenever pos- 
sible, 








The columns of Puan Tauk are always 
open for the discussion of topics of interest, 
|The editor will be glad to hear from all 
readers who are interested in minerals, and 
/room will be found for brief letters. Min- 
erals will be named by a collector of many 
years, and all possible aid given to begin- 
ners, 


F'RozEN Siuver.—Those who work in iron 
founderies have remarked that when a 
draught of cold air strikes the iron vapor 
|above the moulten metal, it is precipated, 
like red-hot snow, in a scintillating shower 
of sparkles. The following account shows 
| the effect of suddenly cooling melted silver. 
Blocks of ice were brought and placed a 
foot apart on an iron bed. When the iron 
was chilled, a pint of moulten silver was 
taken up in a ladle and dropped upon it, a 
tablespoonful at atime. As the liquid sil- 
ver fell, the cold congealed it into a thous- 
and inconceivable shapes in an instant. If 
it fell next the ice, silver sprays arose, clung 
to the ice, and made a sparkling forest. 
When asingle drop fell, it expanded toa 
wheel or a cobweb. A thousand shapes 
were there. There were streams and for- 
ests, birds and reptiles, rocks and mount- 
ains. There were dogs and lions, elephants 
and giraffes, and in one place, with but a 
trifling effort of imagination, a marching 
regiment could have Deen made out. It is 
said that silversmiths and jewellers get 
many of their designs from these idiosyn- 
crasies of silver bullion. 





OCHRISTENING AMETHYST Movunrain.— 
Amethyst Mountain is situated upon the 
East Fork of the Yellowstone, in the Nation- 
al Park, and was so named by the late Pro- 
fessor F', V. Hayden in 1872, under the fol- 
lowing circumstances: The main party of 
Hayden’s Geological Survey were camped 
in Cache valley, while Professor Hayden, 
Sir William Blackmore, our English guest, 
and a few others, made a hurried trip to 
the head waters of Clark’s Ford and Shield’s 
River. During their absence, the remain- 
der of the party were employed in explor- 
ing the vicinity of our camp. In compan 
with Dr. Platt, we went up the East For 
some six or eight miles, and, as was our 
usual custom, climbed a rather high moun- 
tain, south of the river a couple of miles 
perhaps. Here we found the summit cov- 
ered with petrified trees, some thirty or 
forty feet long. Upon another portion of 
the summit were many other petrified trees 
still standing upright where they grew; 
some were found to be, by actual measure- 
ment ten feet in diameter. The next day, 
in company with Professor Wakefield, I 
returned to this same peak, and continued 
my explorations. It was during this day’s 
search that I turned over a large section of 
a petrified tree which hed been hollow but 
now was filled with beautiful crystals of 
amethyst! It wasa beautiful sight, and one 
long to be remembered. We filled our 
saddle-bags and pouches with these cr stals, 
and started for camp. It was a Mr. loane 
who first met us, and seizing a good sized 
specimen, went shouting through camp, 
‘Amethyst! Amethyst!’ The entire camp 
gathered around us in admiration of the 
crystals, and each one secured a goodly 
number for himself. From this time forth, 
Amethyst Mountain occupies a place on our 
maps.—JosEPH SavaGE, in a paper read 
before the Kansas Academy of Science. 
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YOUNG LADIES’ DEPARTMENT. 


Edited by Repecca SunsHINE, Contributions solic- 
ited from all. Address in care of PLAIN TALK 

















Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton is spending 
the winter at Omaha, Neb. 


A Detroit factory is building a $1700 
organ for the Queen of Portugal. 


The St. Louis Hygienic College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons has a women as Dean. 


The Empress of Japan is said to be learn- 
ing the piano-forte, under a German mas- 
ter. 

American women have been granted pat- 
ents at the rate of two a week so far this 
year. 


Russian styles are coming into vogue. 
Many Russian wraps and gowns are coming 
over from Paris this season. 


Boston teaches girls to cook at the cost 
of one and three-quarter cents per girl per 
hour. Philadelphia expects to do it at a 
cost of one cent. 


The Wichita Syndicate is composed of 
Kansas women who buy and sell real estate 
and invest money for non-residents. They 
have a capital of $100,000. 


Miss Marietta Holley, the author of 
‘*Josiah Allen’s Wife,” spends much of 
her time in New York City, though her 
home is at Adams, N. Y. 


According to the Rev. Elizabeth W. 
Greenwood there are 2432 physicians and 
surgeons, 165 ministers and 75 lawyers in 
this country who are women. 


The Japanese Government has instituted 
a college for women, with English profes- 
sors, and put it under the control of a com- 
mittee of English women for six years. 


Susan B. Anthony is again presiding over 
a Women Sufferage Convention in Wash- 
ington. Men may come and men may go, 
but Susan keeps right along in the same old 
by-way.—NV. Y. World. 

Miss Alcott has left a will, in which she 
leaves instruction to have all her private 
letters and manuscript burned. Her in- 
come is said to have been $15,000 a year, 
and her ‘‘ Little Women” read in seven 
languages, the last being Danish. 


The members of the Women’s National 
Press Association who wished to present 
the White House with a portrait of Mrs. 
Cleveland have been obliged to abandon 
their project through the hostility of the 
President and his wife to the scheme. 


A woman with a patent button fastener 
has been doing Boston of late. Walking 
up to a staid old gentleman on the street 
she will dexterously clip a button from his 
coat, and when he expostulates she pro- 
duces her button fastener and instantly re- 
places the button. tight and solid. Of 
course he buys a box. 

A pretty fancy at a recent lunch given by 
alady renowned for her taste and origi- 
nality, was that of marking the places of her 
guests by a single perfect rose, upon a petal 
of which was delicately inscribed the name 
of the person to occupy the place. This 
writing was done by electricity, the effect 
of the electrical current being to take the 
color out of the leaf, leaving a white line, 


The Latest Novelty. 

We illustrate a very pretty article of 
decoration which consists of a cluster of 
small branches to which is attached a spi- 
der’s web made of fine malleable wire, on 
which is placed a large spider of, Japanese 


























as the material it easily obtained not expen- | 
sive. When nicely done it makes a neat as 
well as novel article for decorating any 
little corner or mantle. As they have just 
appeared they are much sought for by those 
on the loook-out for pretty things. We 
are indebted to the publishers of The Hlome, 
Boston, for the above cut. 


Begonias. 





These beautiful plants are extensively | 


used in England for bedding, and their 
quality of continuous blooming makes them 
exceedingly useful for that purpose in that 
climate. In this country, however, Bego- 
nias are often damaged by heavy rains 
when in the open ground ; but for window 
boxes, either outside or inside of the win- 
dow, where they are protected in a meas- 
ure, they make a splendid show all through 
the summer. Some few varieties are win- 
ter bloomers, but are not so fine as summer 
bloomers. 

The Begonias may be divided into Tuber- 
ous-rooted, the Fibrous-rooted, and the 
Rex classes. All may be raised from seed, 
and the finest varieties will be found among 
the hybrids of the Tuberous-rooted class. 
In these the size of the flowers has been 
wonderfully developed, some of the single 
ones measuring over six inches across, and 
varieties of the double sorts producing 
flowers the size of Peonies. Beside these 
varieties there are some of the original 





which may also be grown from seed. Both 
of these sorts have dark round leaves grow- 
ing near the ground, and throw up their 
flower stalks directly from the root, loaded 
with handsome blooms. 

Begonia seed is as fine as dust, and a little 
skill and care is needed to secure good re- 
sults. The following directions, carefully 
obeyed, will enable anyone to raise them. 

Fill a pot or pan half full of some sub- 
stance to make it porous for drainage, and 
cover it with moss, or something similar, 
to prevent the earth from washing through. 
Then fill to within a quarter of ainch of 
the top with finely sifted soil, which has 
been previously baked in a hot oven, so as 
to destroy all germs of animal or vegetable 
life. Moisten the soil thoroughly and 
press it down level, and scatter the seed 
thinly over the surface. Cover with the 
thinnest possible coating of the fine dust of 
cocoanut fibre mixed with fine sand. If 
the cocoanut fibre is not attainable, moss 
well dried in the oven and pulverized by 
rubbing between the hands, may be used 
instead. Press all down gently, and lay a 
pane of glass over the pot to prevent evap- 
oration. 

Keep in total darkness, in a temperature 


| of 60° to 70°, until the seeds begin to sprout. 


Then remove gradually to the light, and as 
soon as they have roots a quarter of an 
inch long, loosen the soil with a knife-blade 
and prepare to transplant. 

Having filled some little pots with soil 
prepared as for the seeds, make tiny holes 
inthe centre with the point of a lead pen- 
ceil. Then, dipping the pencil into water, 
gently lift out the little plants with it and 
transter them to the pots pressing the earth 
down very gently. The plants should not 
be handled ; they will adhere to the wet 
pencil sufficiently for the purpose. 

Keep them shaded and in the same tem- 
perature for some days. Then gradually 
reduce to about 50° and put the plants near 





BEGONIAS FR@BEL?. 


the glass. After February the sun should 
not be allowed to shine on Begonias under 
glass, as they dislike extremes either of 
sun, heat or cold. The young plants grow 
rapidly after being fairly started, some of 





species, of which Begonia Freheli and 
Begonia Veitchii are of notable value, 


them showing fine blooms in July from 
seed sown in February. 


GAMES AND PASTIMES. 


Contributions for this department solicited from all 
readers, 








The Game of Fifteen Guesses, 





Think of some object and having told to 
what kingdom—animal, vegetable or min- 
eral—it belongs, let another player find it 
out by asking fifteen questions, For in- 
stance you announce the object chosen as 
belonging to the animal kingdom. ‘‘Is it 
a quadruped?” ‘‘Yes.” ‘‘Is it a domestic 
animal?” ‘‘Yes.” ‘‘Is its flesh used as 
food?” “Yes.” ‘‘Did you ever eat any of 
it?” “No.” ‘Isit commonly used as food 
in this country?” ‘‘No.” ‘Is the animal 
common in this country?” ‘‘Yes.” ‘‘Is it 
a beast of burden?” ‘Yes.” ‘Is it a don- 
key?” a= an? 





How to Tell One’s Age. 





Just hand this table to a lady and request 
her to tell you in which column or columns 
her age is contained, and add together the 
figures at the top of the columns in which 
her age is found, and you have the great 
secret: 


1 2 4 8 16 32 

3 3 5 9 17 33 

5 6 6 10 18 34 

7 7 7 11 19 35 

9 10 12 12 20 36 
11 11 13 13 21 37 
13 14 14 14 22 38 
15 15 15 15 23 39 
17 18 20 24 24 40 
19 19 21 25 25 41 
21 22 22 26 26 42 
23 23 23 27 27 43 
25 26 28 28 28 44 
27 27 29 29 29 45 
29 30 30 30 30 46 
31 31 31 31 31 47 
33 34 36 40 48 48 
385 35 37 41 49 49 
387 38 38 42 50 50 
389 39 39 43 51 51 
41 42 44 44 52 52 
43 43 45 45 53 53 
45 46 46 46 54 54 
47 47 47 47 55 55 
49 50 52 56 56 56 
51 51 53 57 57 57 
53 54 54 58 58 58 
55 5d 55 59 59 59 
57 58 60 60 60 60 
59 59 61 61 61 61 
61 » 62 62 62 62 62 
63 63 63 63 63 63 


Easy Enough if Only You Know How. 





Add one to nine and make it twenty. 

Place three sixes together so as to make 
seven. ‘ 

What is the difference between six dozen 
dozen and half a dozen dozen? 

A room with eight corners had a cat in 
each corner, seven cats before each cat and 
a cat on every cat’s tail. What was the 
total number of cats? 

Prove that seven is the half of twelve. 


A Problem of Numbers. 





A poor woman, carrying a basket of 
apples, was met by three boys, the first of 
whom bought half of what she had and 
gave her back 10; the second boy bought a 
third of what remained and gave her back 
2; the third bought half of what she now 
had left and returned her 1, after which 
she found that she had 12 apples remaining. 
How many had she at first? 
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Verses for Autograph Albums, 

Drop one pearl in memory’s casket for 
your friend, 

To fear no ill, to do no wrong to all men, 
to prove true, this is the ‘‘ golden rule ” of 
life ; let it be so to you. 

Count that day lost whose low descend- 
ing sun views no worthy action done. 

‘o knit and spin was once a girl’s em- 
ployment ; but now to dress and have a 
beau is all the girl’s enjoyment. 

Of earthly goods, the best is a good ‘‘yf.” 

A little body often harbors a great soul. 

Yours sincerely, in the bonds of friend- 
ship. 

What you do, do with your might. 





Geographical Beheadings. 





Behead a town of Russian Toorkistan, and 
leave a jewel. 

Behead a town of British Burmah, and 
leave a city of Italy. 

Behead an isthmus near theMalay pen- 
insula, and leave uncooked. 

Behead a cape of Australia, and leave 
to be in debt. 

Behead a river of West Australia, and 
leave pale. 

Behead an island in the Malay archipela- 
go, and leave a city of India, 

Behead a town of British India, and 
leave a girl’s name. 

Behead a fortified town of Spain, and 
leave a girl’s name. 

Behead a large river of Europe, and 
leave a stone used for sharpening instru- 
ments. 





A Budget of Paradoxes. 





There exists, floating about the world in 
a verbal form, and occasionally even ap- 
pearing in print, a certain class of Propo- 
sitions or Queries, of which the object is to 
puzzle the wits of the unwary listener, or 
to beguile him into giving an absurd reply. 
pay, of these are very old, and some are 
excellent. Instances will readily occur. 
Who, for example, has not, at some period 
of his existence, been asked the following 
question: ‘‘Ifa goose weighs ten pounds 
and half its own weight, what is the weight 
of the goose?”’ And who has not been 
tempted to reply on the instant, fifteen 
pounds?—the correct answer being, of 
course, twenty pounds. Indeed, it is as- 
tonishing what a very simple query will 
sometimes catch a wise man napping. Even 
the following have been known to succeed: 

‘* How many days would it take to cut up 
a piece of cloth fifty yards long, one yard 
being cut off every day?” 

Or again: 

‘* A snail climbing up a post ape feet 
high, ascends five feet every day, and slips 
down four feet every night. Howlong will 
the snail take to reach the top of the post?” 

Or again: 

‘* A wise man having a window one yard 
high and one yard wide, and requiring more 
light, enlarged his window to twice its 
former size; yet the window was still only 
one yard high and one yard wide. How 
was this done?” 

This is a catch question in geometry, as 
the preceding were catch questions in 
Reith id atte-—-the window being diamond- 
shaped at first, and afterwards made square. 
As to the two former, perhaps it is scarcely 
necessary seriously to point out that the 
answer to the first is not 50 days, but 49; 
and to the second, not 20 days, but 16— 
since the snail who gains one foot each day 
for 15 days climbs on the sixteenth day to 
the top of the pole, and there remains. 
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Gaskell’s Compendiums, 


that we want to get rid ot 


AT 25c. EACH. 


Everybody knows that GasKELL’s COMPLETE Com- 
PENDIUM OF PENMANSHIP is the only correct system of 
self-teaching that REALLY DOES EA H. It contains 
models for practice in Business Writing, Ladies’ Pen- 
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Secretary’s Report. 
This month I am happy to state that mat- 
ters have progressed still further toward 
being in a finished state. 

The membership cards have been print- 
ad, and are being sent to members as fast 
estheir dues are paid. Some have paid up, 
»utthere are many yet who have not done 
sc and these are requested to respond as 
soon as possible, as a newly organized so- 
cie. y needs funds to place it in good work- 
ing order. 

gain I would state that the yearly dues 
of two dollars should be sent to the treas- 
urer and not to the secretary. 

IT now have printed application blanks on 
hand, and will forward them to all appli- 
cants. These should be filled out and re- 
turned to the secretary. 

All those whose names were published in 
the Ledger are considered as members, 
and they need make no further application. 
They have simply to forward their dues to 
the treasurer, and a membership certificate 
will be sent as soon as filled out. 

During the past month the official board 
appointed Mr. Geo. H. Richmond, of New 
York, as official editor. 

Messrs. D. Hitchcock, Orange, N. J., 
and E. V. E. Heath, of Jackson Junction, 
Iowa, have declined the position of trustees 
offered them, the first owing to his being 
an invalid, and the second on account of 
removal and other duties. The board will 
probably appoint new men for those posi- 
tions during the present month. 

The exchange department is now in work- 
ing order, and the superintendent, Mr. J. 
R. Nissley is prepared to receive and for- 
ward blanks as provided in the by-laws, 
copies of which were published in the Jan- 
uary number of this paper. Only those 
who hold membership cards can make use 
of the exchange department. 


|the Trustees. 


VP LA Ny TA 





be obliged to depend on the liberality o 
the members of the association to increase 
it. I would respectfully ask each and 
every member to contribute any book, 
paper, or pamphlet bearing on the subject 
of archeology. Due credit will be given 
for everything received, and a list pub- 
lished in Puatn Tank each month. As the 
association increases in membership, I 
hope to be able to purchase the latest and 
best works, so that in a few years we may 
have a library of which we may be proud. 

All contributions to be directed to Box 
528, Wakefield, Mass. 

Cuas. A. PERKINS, 
Librarian A, A, A. 


Extracts from the Laws. 


Art. II., Sec. 2.—Any member against 
whom charges have been preferred in writ- 
ing addressed to the Trustees, shall be 
tried by a court composed of one of the 
Trustees and four members, appointed by 
The court may in its judg- 
ment, suspend or expel such member, and 
their action shall be final and binding upon 
all parties. 

Art. III., Src. 1.—The Association shall 





meet in convention each year at such a date | 
and place as may have been designated by 


the last preceeding convention. 
Sec, 2.—A quorum shall consist of one 
half of the membership there represented 


in person or by proxy. 


Art. IV., Src. 1.—The officers of the As- 
sociation shall be a President, Vice Presi- 
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, 
Superintendent of Exchanges, Counterfeit 
Detector, Three Trustees and an Official 
Editor. No member of the Association 
shall be eligible to any office, who has not 
attained the age of twenty-one years. 

Serco. 2.—The President, Vice President 
Secretary and Librarian shall be elected 
by the association. They shall be chosen 





from different states. These officers shall 
constitute the official board and appoint all 
other officers provided for by the constitu- 
tion. 

Sec. 3.—At least three members of the 
official board shall be collectors, and not 
dealers by profession, 

Src. 4.—The Officers of the Association 
shall be elected for two years, and shall 
serve until their successors shall be quali- 





The bond of J. R. Nissley as exchange | 


superintendent has been approved and 
placed on file. 

As the application blanks were not print- 
ed until the latter part of January, they 
were not sent out in time to receive any 
applicants for publication in this number. 
The members are requested to stir up their 
friends in this matter, in order that a good- 
ly list may be published in March. 

All members paying their dues before 
March first, will be considered as charter 
members, but after that none will be re- 
ceived without going through the regular 
form of application. 

The members should keep their copies of 
this paper together, in order that they may 
readily refer to them, for extracts from the 
leaves, and other matter concerning the 
association, 

Now that we have made a good start, I 
trust that the members will do their ut- 


most to further the interests of the associa- | 


tion and increase the membership as rapid- 

ly as possible. AtvaH Davison, 
Secretary. 

Librarian’s Report. 


We have made a beginning on a libra-| price 
ry of the A, A, A. and for the present shall | 





fied. The elective officers shall be chosen 
by ballot, under the direction of the board 


of Trustees, and at such elections the | 


plurality of the votes cast shall elect. 

Sro. 5.—In case of the death or resigna- 
tion of any elective officer, during his term 
of office, the Trustees are empowered to 
call an election, unless such YSCRDEY, occur 
within six months of the general election, 
in which case they will temporarally fill the 
vacancy created. * * * * * ¥* * * 

Art. VI., Sec. 1.—The revenue of the 
Association shall be derived from the dues 
of the members, and the revenues from 
the different departments. 

Src. 2.—The revenues shall be used for 
defraying the expenses of the Association. 

Sec. 3.—The membership dues shall be 
two dollars per annum and shall be pay- 


able semi-annually or annually at the option | 


of the member. 

Src. 4.—The fiscal year shall commence 
on the first of September, and shall be 
divided into quarters. The dues to be paid 
by new members shall be computed from 
the beginning of the quarter in which they 





shall have been elected to membership in 
i the Association. 


| V. A. Rohrer, Trego, Md., has issued a 
list of war relics, Indian relics and 
general curiosities, 





| 







Note From the Official Editor. 


Having been appointed Official Editor of 
the American Archeological Association T 
shall hope to have the pleasure of hearing 
from every member during the year, 
Every one can contribute items of interest, 
and itis desirable that every effort be put 
forth to build up the Association and make 
it known to collectors, I shall, therefore, 
be glad to have members send lists of bro- 
ther collectors and I will see that marked 
copies of Puarn Tax are sent to all ad- 
dresses thus furnished. The paper goes to 
press on the 20th of each month for the 
succeeding month’s issue, (thus on January 
20th for the February issue) and all copy 
should be in my hands as early as the 15th, 
with the understanding that it will be im- 
possible to use anything received after the 
20th. Address me at 5 Beekman Street, 
New York City. 

Gro. H. Ricumony, 
Official Editor. 





An Association Scrap-Book. 





Probably very few of our members have 
books at present which they can spare for 


the library, but all of us could make clip- 
pings from newspapers and magazines, on 


| 
| 








archeological subjects, as we read, and send 
them to the librarian. He could throw out 
duplicates and unimportant clippings and 
paste the others in a scrap-book. Thusina 
short time several volumes of very valuable 
matter would be accumulated. Perhaps 
the librarian could arrange a series of scrap- 
books, each filled with clippings on a special 
topic or branch. Books not too large 
should be used (about the 50 cent size, with 
pages wide enough to take two columns of 
clippings of ordinary newspaper measure), 
so that when filled they could be sent by 
mail from member to member when de- 
sired, Cu. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


The best way to label specimens and fos- 
sils is to attach to each a slip of paper with 
the name, locality and date ; the number is 
convenient only when some reference is to 
be made in the note book. When the name 
is upon the specimen the eye gets accus- 
tomed to the name and specimen, and thus 
memory is aided, Fossils should have, in 
addition to name and locality, the geologi- 
cal age and period. 


In the Colorado desert, near Idaho, there 
isa large bed of rock-salt, and the South- 
ern Pacific R. R., in laying the track to the 
salt-bed, has been obliged to grade the 
road for twelve hundred feet with blocks of 
these beautiful crystals. This is the onl 
instance where a road-bed is laid and bal- 
lasted on salt. The sea which once rolled 
over this place dried up, and left a vast bed 
of salt nearly fifty miles long. The supply 
is inexhaustible, and the quality excellent. 
Grasshoppers and centipedes of gigantic 
size have been preserved in this chloride of 
sodium, and after the lapse of many centu- 
ries they are to-day in full size and perfec- 
tion of shape. 


Two residents of Gordon, Neb., have an 


/Indian mummy which they discovered in 


the Wyoming oil fields, for which they 
have refused an offer of $600. 


Leopold Barres, the Mexican archsolo- 
gist, who is examining the ruins at Palenque, 
claims that they include the greatest ar- 
cheeological discoveries of this century... 








—§" HOW TO DO 1T.”"8— AMATEUR JOURNALISM. 





Original contributions solicited for this page, Send 





sketches, no matter how ronay with descriptions when | 


possible, and illustrations will be made. 











How to Stop a Runaway Horse. 


*‘When you see a runaway coming, do 
not try to check him by arush from the 
opposite direction or the side, for you will 
be immediately knocked flat by the collis- 
sion, but instead prepare yourself for a 
short run with the “horse. Measure with 
your eye the distance, and start for the run 
while he is yet some way off, perhaps ten 
feet in the case of fair to medium runaways. 
You may depend upon his keeping a 
straight line. for a really frightened horse 


is half blind and would not veer for a steam | 


engine. He will go straight ahead until 
he smashes into something. So do you get 
close to the line on which he is rushing, 
and, as he passes you, grab the reins near 
the saddle. Gather the reins firmly, and 
then, leaning backwards as you run, give 
them a powerful yank. You may be able 
to brace yourself somewhut as you give this 
yank, hal? sliding on your feet. The strong 
jerk on the bit tells the horse that he again 
has a master, and prepares him for the final 
struggle. A step or two forward after the 
first yank, do it again. Thisis the finish- 
ing stroke. It never fails when given by a 
determined man. The horse is on its 
haunches. Keep a firm pull on the reins 
till you grasp the horse by the nostrils, and 
hold him so till he is pacified.” 


Rules For Using Books. 

Never hold a book near the fire. 

Never drop a book upon the floor. 

Never turn leaves with the thumb. 

Never lean or rest upon an open book. 

Never turn down the corners of leaves. 

Never touch a book with damp or soiled 
hands. 

Always keep your place with a thin book 
mark, 

Always place a large book upon a table 
before opening it. 

Always turn leaves from the top with the 
middle or forefinger. 


Never pull a book fromthe shelf by the, 


binding at the top, but by the back. 

Never touch a book with a damp cloth 
nor with a sponge in any form. 

Never place another book or anything 
else upon the leaves of an open book. 

Never rub dust from books, but brush it 
off with a soft, dry cloth or duster. 

Never close a book with a pencil, a pad 
of paper, or anything else between the 
leaves. 

Never open a book farther than to bring 
both sides of the cover into the same plane. 

Always open a large book from the mid- 
dle and never from the ends or cover. 

To avoid injuring the leaves of books 
never puta pencil mark in a library book. 

Always keep your books out of the reach 


‘| oceupies its time in eulogizing Henry 





Weal NI TALK 





This department is in charge of a well-known ama- | 
teur, PrLatin TALK will exchange with all amateur 
publications which are issued regularly. 


_ Ex-acting-president Stinson hasan Arena 
in press. 

Salmagundi is original, and independ- | 
ent the best thing that has been issued | 
from New York for a long time. 

The Palladium of Lindsley, Cincinnati, | 
and Genius of Jersey City are maintaining 





their reputations as first class magazines. | 


Walter Chiles is to be admired for this 
‘‘eo-aheadedness” in issueing so regularly a 
journal the size of the Rising Age; better | 
contents would improve it wonderfully. 

Harry Hughes who was so unmercifully 
dragged over the coals by Edkinsin Stylus | 
and charged with plagiarism, by that gen- | 
tleman, glories in a ‘‘warm personal letter” | 





‘from his accuser; he will go no further in 


denying so serious a charge. 

The Amateur Press Associations are, for 
the most part flourishing. The Eastern, 
while in much inferior hands than under 
the Chrystie regime, is doing well. The 
W. A. P. A. with its third president since 
July is not yelling itself hoarse. About 
the only amateur associations that have 
real activity at present are the City Press 
Clubs. The Amateur Associated Press of 
N. Y. just gave a successful banquet. The 
Philadelphia Amateur Journalist Club has 
a grand complimentary entertainment in 
preparation; the Chigago Press Club is 
affording much amusement in censuring its | 
members; the Binghampton Press Club 


Woltfe. 
Asiln Oe || 


Where Only Man is Vile. | 





FR 





While discussing venomous reptiles, it will 
perhaps not be out of place to add a little 
information which seems to me remarkable, 
and which will be news to nearly all who 
live east of the mountains. When I ar- 
rived on Puget Sound I was informed that 
there were neither poisonous serpents, in- 
sects nor plants on the shores or islands of 
the Sound. Having never seen a place en- 
tirely devoid of poisonous animal or vege- 
table life, I was rather inclined to doubt 


the assertion, though assured by many old 





of small children and in a clean, dry place. 


Always keep any neatly bound borrowed 
book covered with paper while in your pos- 
session. 

Never attempt to dry a book accidentally 


wet by a fire, but wipe off the moisture | 


with a soft dry cloth. 

Never write upon a paper laid upon the 
leaves of an open book, as the pencil or pen 
point will either scratch or cut the book 
leaves. 

Never lend a borrowed book, but return 
it as soon as you are through with it, so 


that the owner may not be deprived of its | 


use, 





| case, 


settlers as well as new, that such was the 
However, a careful investigation 
since then has convinced me that it is true. 
In all my hunting and fishing expeditions 
I have never seen a specimen of poisonous 
reptile, insect or plant. I notice an entire 
absence of both poison oak and ivy, which 
IT have heretofore encountered wherever I 
have been. 
have said in regard to Puget Sound also_ 
holds true of all the country lying west of 
the Cascade range.—Forest and Stream. 





As far as I can learn, what I | 
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HORTHAND PUPILS AND AGENTS WANTED 
ituations; big pay. © W. Loomis, Agt. Waterbury,Ct, 








"(41 Silke Fringe ona Wisden Namo Cards, Serap Pictures, 
Vamos, &e., this Gold Band King and Agents Semple of genuine 
Cards (not plotares,) All only 4 comts, Star Laporte Co,, Ondis, Obie 





PACKS OF CARDS FREE. One Pack 
M © J 7 
to oy a brome, Cards, One Pack Hold 


you send 2 cents for Sample Book of Visiting Cards, Eagle Card Works, Cadiz, 0. 


OR FACTS . 
Valuable for Man,Woman or Child, send Four Cents to 
M. C. FOLGER, W. Pawlet, Vt. 

Mention PLAIn TALK when answering. 
This NICKEL Pen and Pencil STAMP or a 
FE | WATCH, don't co without them simply peoneee 
you have no M CEIVE b 
AWPLE y 


EY; but send 4€, st: 8 ¢ 
RETURN MAIL fu particulars anc ELEGANT line As 


Nickel Plated, Pocket Self-Inking Pen and 
PencilStamp. Your name onin Kubber, only 20c, 







Club of 6 names, $1. 


, AGENTS WANTED to sell our 1000 styles of Rub 
ber Stamps, Novelties, Works of Art, ete. Cireue 
lars and terms Free. U.S. Stamp Co., Woodmont,Ct, 


$1.00 for 30 cents. 


In order to close out my stock of foreign stamps I offer 
a packet of 50 finely assorted for only 20 cents. No 
stamp is priced at less than two cents and many at 
more. The price 


Has Been 65 Cents 
For these stamps, so they are offered for 


Less than Half Price, 


This is an opportunity to get good foreign cheap, but 
it won’t last long, so order at once, as you will want 
more of ’em. 


ALVAH DAVISON, 


HELMETTA, N. J. 
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hole while in use. 
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COMPANION. (The Best Selling article in the Market.) 
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will send you an elegant line o 


AGENTS’ SUPPLY CO., West Haven, Conn. 


every order. 
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New York, Fepsrvuary, 1889. 








Important Notice. 





By an arrangement just entered into, the 
subscription list of the publication known 
as Luray Breezes has been combined with 
Puan TAuk’s, and hereafter subscribers to 
Breezes will receive this paper. 
years Breezes was issued from Luray, Va., 


For many 


and had a large list of subscribers and 
many warm friends throughout all of the 
Southern and Eastern states. Several 
months ago it was removed to this city, 
and now this consolidation has been effect- 
ed because all parties concerned believe 
that the interests of both subscribers and 
advertisers can be better served. 

We are glad to announce, also, that the 
editor of Breezes, Miss N. B. Barbee, will 
hereafter be an associate editor of Puarn 
Tak. Subsequent issues will contain one 
or more departments under her charge. 

Puarn Tak gives greeting to each sub- 
scriber to Luray Breezes, and trusts that 
a long and pleasant acquaintance may be 
the result of the union. 

Advertisers will be greatly benefited by 
the combination, and we shall hope to re- 
ceive a more liberal patronage than ever. 
Please note that no increase of rates has 
been made. 





The book offer on the last page of this 
issue is well worth the attention of every 
reader. 


Again we ask our readers to always men- 
tion Puatn TauK when answering adver- 
tisements. 





The trade discussion has brought out but 
few letters this month, and only one in a 
different line from those already given, 
We print this letter elsewhere and ask at- 
tention to it. 





Lists are coming in slowly for the prize 
word hunt announced in the January issue, 





but by the time the contest closes (Febru- 
ary 5th) we expect to have a large number 
of returns. One list has been received from 
Wyalusing, Pa., accompanied by 50 cents. 
but no name is signed to the letter. Who 
is it from ? 


Puatn TAK, having been appointed of- 
ficial organ of the American Archeological 
Association, gives up one page of its space 
to matters of particular interest to members 
of the organization. At the same time the 
general reader will find much to interest 
him in the department. We hope to inter- 
est many in the Association, who as yet 
have known nothing of it. 





We do not suppose our Puatn Tak boys 
and girls will be wanting to purchase stoves 
or ranges at present, though their parents 
may, but at the same time we cannot avoid 
saying that the daintiest calendar we have 
seen this season is one issued by the Smith 
& Anthony Stove Co. of Boston. It is a 
work of art.—An exceedingly useful desk 
and memorandum calendar, comes to us 
from the Pope Mfg. Co., also of Boston. 
Twenty-five cents will procure either one, 
and they are well worth the money. 


Another Prize Contest. 





Word hunts are popular and profitable. 


forms of amusement. Puartn Tak offers a 
series of prizes to the subscribers who make 
the most words out of the letters in the 
words 


FOR PASTIME. 

The requirements are that only subscrib- 
ers can compete, but any one can send 
their subscription in with their list of 
words. Proper names will not be allowed 
and only words found in the body of Web- 
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary, which will 
be considered a final authority in deciding 
all disputed points. No letter can be used 
in the same word twice. Lists must be ar- 
ranged alphabetically, and must be written 
in ink. The contest will close on March 
15th, 1889, and the result announced in the 
April number. 

The first prize will be a GoLD DOLLAR ; 
the second, third, fourth and fifth each one 
of our books to be selected by the winner. 
Should more than one list contain the same 
number of words the first prize will be 
awarded to the one having the fewest 
errors. 

Do not confuse this contest with the one 
announced in the January Puarn Tax. 


A Temperance Young Man. 


To the Editor of Puain TALk : 

I received a sample copy of your paper 
and I think it splendid. ta in its col- 
umns an invitation to write and tell the 
readers of PuAtn TALK what profession we 
expect to follow. Now I intend to be an 
editor some day, if possible. I want to 
edit a paper for young people, devoted to 
the temperance cause, for when I see boys 
going up and down the streets of our town 
smoking those nasty little cigarettes, or 


munching a great wad of tobacco, I think 


what a great work is yet to be done, and 
if these same boys could only read and 
think for themselves about the awful effects 
upon the system produced by tobacco and 
whisky they would certainly give up such 
obnoxious habits as those of smoking, chew- 
ing and drinking. Now the editor and 
printing press can wield a power in this di- 
rection that can be wielded by none others. 

I think a society of young people for the 
promotion of temperance, virtue and wis- 
dom would be a good thing, and if the edi- 
tor of Puain Tak should be kind enough 
to print this letter, and if any of you that 
read it are interested please write to me 
and we will see what we can do towards 
forming such a society. 

If the Puary Taxx readers will only take 
an interest we can have a good society 
with every member pledged against tobac- 
co and alcohol. Young friends let us do 
our best. 

Witson A. Hommes. 
West Union, Ohio, Jan. 9. 


A Few Books. 


THE BIBLE AND LAND. By Rev. James B. Converse. 
Morristown, Tenn.: Published and for sale by the 
author. 1889. $1.00. 


The argument is not only an original one, 
but in many points runs contrary to the 
generally accepted ideas. It will give rise 
to thought, and on the whole is a book 
which it will pay students of the ‘‘land 
question” to read, 

THE PockET MANUAL, No.1, or our Writers’ and Tray- 
ellers’ Ready Reference Book for Every Day Use. 

Revised and Enlarged. Twelfth Edition, Rev. J 


Heron, Editor, Philadelphia: Thompson Publish- 
ing Co., 225 So, 6th Street. 1888. 50 cents. 


When this little volume, with two hun- 
dred and fifty odd pages, first came to our 
attention we were inclined to put it aside 
as of but little value. A more careful in- 
spection, however, convinced us that it 
was one of the most valuable books of ref- 
erence on the market. Space will not per- 
mit even a partial synopsis of the table of 
contents, but every ‘‘ busy thinker and 
writer ” will have use for it daily, whether 
he wishes to catch on the instant a proper 
synonym, ascertain the exact meaning of 
an oft-quoted foreign word or phrase, or 
learn a thousand and one other things of 
political, geographical or literary bearings. 
IRON AND STEEL. An Account of Another Holiday Out- 


ing of the Boysand Girls. By ‘‘ A Man” of the Great 
Rock Island Route. Chicago: 1888 


While the primary object of the issue of 
this book is to advertise the ‘‘ Great Rock 
Island Route,” or, in other words, the Chi- 
cago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway, it 
is none the less valuable on this account. 
The book gives a very clear ide a of 
iron mining, of blast furnaces, rollin 
mills, ete., and is filled as well with a 
sorts of information in regard to iron and 
steel—their history, production and uses, 
It is written in popular style and technical- 
ities of expression are avoided. Copies 
may be had by addressing the general man- 
ager of the C., R. IL. & P. Ry. at Chicago 
and inclosing twenty-five cents in stamps. 


CocKLE SHELLS AND SILVER BELLS. By Mrs. M. F. 
ear Buffalo, N. Y.: Moulton, Wenborne & Co. 
1889. 


THE PRINCESS, THE PIG AND ETSETTERY. By Mrs, M. 
F. Butts. Illustrated by C. W. Sumner. Buffalo, N. 
Y.: Moulton, Wenborne & Co, 1889, 


The first of the above books is a hundred 
page collection of verses of varying degrees 
of merit. The second is a ‘‘juvenile,” in 
which a little six-year-old maiden, named 
Etsettery, figures, together with a princess, 
a bear and a black pig, and various other 
characters. Both volumes are bound in 
boards and are inclined to twist themselves 
out of shape, as a consequence. 


—— 





BUT FIVE. 


A tiny form within a cradle lies 
Just waked to life without a thought of care, 
Or knowledge of the time—that ever flies— 
When hardships it must brave, or dangers dare, 





A youthful form now grown from baby days, 
ommencing life's stern duties with a power 
To conquer, and to win the lasting praise 
Of all the world, in triumph’'s crowning hour. 


A manly form with half of life’s years flown, 

Strives boldly through a mist of doubts and fears, 
To win fresh laurels, while the weak bemoan 
he golden moments of their wasted years. 


A bent and wrinkled form has reached the goal, 
Triumphant in the varied race of life ; 

A thrill of pleasure fills his glowing soul, 
As conqueror he muses o’er the strife. 


Acold and silent form encoffined lies, 
A stronger power than his had bidden—rest : 
The body sleeps, th’ immortal spirit flies 
To reach the victor’s crown—the mansions blest. 
G, Ds T. 


A Good Newspaper Story. 





When I was in Chicago last summer, says 
Luke Sharp in the Detroit ree Press, the 
city editor of one of the papers there 
told me this story, which will show the ad- 
vantage of not having an excuse: 


Some oe ago a green looking fellow 
appeared in the city editor’s room from no 


one knew where, and wanted a job. The 
city editor told him, as he had told hund- 
reds of fellows before him, that there was 
no vacancy at present—that is the usual 
formula—but that if he came across a good 
bit of newsit would be cheerfully accepted 
and paid for. 

Well, the young man brought in what 
stuff he could, and sometimes an item or 
two was used ; but more often nothing was 
available, and the fellow lived as best he 
could and slept in sheds or in the park and 
never grumbled. The editor began to get 
tired of seeing his want stricken face, and 
once or twice advised him to go home, but 
the young man said that perhaps a chance 
would come along by and by, and anyhow 
he was there to stay. One night the city 
editor said to him : 

“Tf you want achance there’s a beauti- 
ful one open for you to-night. The street 
car men are having meetings every night, 
and we can’t find out what they are up to. 
They meet at the corner of —— street and 
—— avenue.” 

** All right,” said the young man. 

** Have you any objection to my saying 

I’m a reporter on this paper? ” 
, “‘ Not in the least,” said the editor with 
agrin. ‘‘I may say, though, that Rata- 
gan, who tried to get last night’s meeting, 
1s in the hospital to-day.” 

Seeing how much in earnest the young 
man was the city editor added : 

‘The meeting is Slade’s regular assign- 
ment to-night, but I don’t think he’ll get 
much except a broken head, perhaps. 
Anyhow, if you get anything at all it’ll 
help out. ere’s a couple of dollars to 
meet any expenses you may have.” 

Short v after midnight the young man 
appeared in the city editor’s room. He 
looked as if he had been principal in a 
prize fight. 

** Well,” said the city editor. 

**T couldn’t get in,” remarked the young 
man. ‘Has Mr. Slade brought anything?” 
‘* Yes, a first rate excuse, like yours.” 

**T tried to pass the guards, but they 
flung me down stairs. That’s how I got 
this,”’ pointing to his cut and swollen lip. 

**That’s all right. I didn’t expect you’d 
get in.” 

“*T bribed a fellow for $1 to let me in the 
back way. They found me out and dropped 
me out of the window. That’s how I got 
this,” pointing to his closed right eye. 

** Well, you mustn’t feel discouraged.” 

**T felt a little cast down when they 
dropped me out of the window.” 


way IW YA Ke 


“‘That’s not bad. You ought to apply 
for a position in the paragraph depart- 
ment.” 

‘LT climbed up to the roof on the rear 
fire escape, got into the top story through 
the trap door, went down to the room 
above them by the stair, and found that 
the stovepipe came up through the floor.” 
_ Yes,” said the city editor with increas- 
ing interest. 

**They were having such a stormy time 
below that I ania the stovepipe with- 
out any one hearing and held the lower 
pipe from falling with my left hand.” 

‘* Yes,” 

‘*T could move it aside and see all I 
wanted to and hear everything.”’ 

ce Yes. ” 

‘* There have resolved to go on strike on 
all the lines at nine to-morrow morning, 
and every one is sworn to secrecy.” 

_ “Great Scott!” cried the city editor, 
Jumping to his feet, ‘‘ write that up. Give 
us all you can of it.” 

‘It is written up. You see the electric 
light opposite made the roof light enough 
to write by, and I had to stay there and 
hold the stovepipe till every one was gone, 
and then fit it up again so they wouldn’t 
suspect. Good scheme for next meeting. 
So I wrote it up as I lay there.” 

** Great head,” said the city editor. 

That young man is now managing one of 
the biggest papers in the West, and all be- 
cause his rule was : 

** Never have a good excuse !” 


Common Sense in the Use of Language. 





A wellknown manager of a popular place 
of amusement had a negro in his employ 
who was forever coming to work late in 
the morning. The boy was finally dis- 
charged, and asked for a letter of recom- 
Rion atioe: The manager wrote as follows: 

‘*To whom it may concern: The bearer 
of this letter has been in my employ for 
several months, He is fully fitted to fill 
any position for which he is qualified.” 

The boy took the letter and went away 
delighted. In a few days his old employer 
received acommunication from some one 
to whom the lad had applied for work. 
This was in the form of an inquiry as to 
what were the boy’s leading qualifications. 
The manager replied: ‘‘I have been try- 
ing for a year and a half to find out. Sup- 
pose you tackle it.” 


An Agreeable Surprise. 


To the Editor of Puatn Tax : 

I was very pleasantly surprised last Mon- 
day noon by receiving ‘‘ Swiss Family 
Robinson” from your house. I did not 
dream I would be one of the lucky ten 
but the book was quite as acceptable, anc 
came just in time to make one of my boys 
Christmas presents. Two numbers of 
Pruatn TALK came to-night. I like them 
well and will speak a good word for your 
magazine as I have opportunity. 

Mrs. E, L. P. 
Schuylerville, N. Y., Dec. 26, 1888. 


Thanks, Dear Ledger, Thanks, 

Puarn Tauk is greatly improved and is 
filled ‘‘ chuck full” of interesting and in- 
structive reading matter, Its Philatelic 
department isin good hands and will surely 
be a success under the able and energetic 
management of Mr. Alvah Davison. It al- 
so contains mineralogical, archeological 
and numismatic departments, in short ‘‘ it 
speaks for itself.” —Collector’s Ledger. 





Personal and Impersonal. 


Whittier is just eighty-one years old. 

Jefferson Davis has become quite feeble. 

Mrs. Harrison is an enthusiastic china. 
painter, — 
_ Robert Garrett, the erratic millionaire, 
1s Improving in health. 

Emperor William has every leading paper 
dissected for him daily. 

The Ameer of Afghanistan intends to. 
pay a visitto England next year. 

Mrs. Don Cameron is one of the most at- 
tractive matrons in Washington, 


The Queen of Portugal is known among 
her subjects by the title of ‘Angel of 
Pity.” 

Thomas A, Stevens, of bicycle fame, has: 
been sent by the World on an African ex- 
pedition. 

Dunsmuir, the coal king of British Co- 
lumbia, has an income of from $2,000 to 
$3,000 a day. 

_The Crown Prince of Greece will be mar- 
ried to Emperor William’s sister Sophia 
the first week of May. 

Chief Judge Hannan, of the Parnell 
Commission and the chief defendant in the 
case are vegetarians. 


Mrs. Bonanza Mackay will, under the 
new French law, pay one of the largest in- 
come taxes in France. 


General Spinner, whose autograph on our 
greenbacks is famous, is threatened with 
death from a cancer. 


Edmund Clarence Stedman, the Ameri- 
can banker-poet, is small, wiry, active and 
alert, with remarkably bright eyes. 


Miss Ethel Mackenzie, daughter of Sir 
Morell, isa journalist by profession, and 
the correspondent of two American papers, 


The Prince of Monaco will endeavor to 
revive gambling at the Casino by the revival 
of court festivities long fallen into disuse, ° 


Mrs. Southworth has recently had all the 
gold pens with which she wrote her stories 
converted into two rings for her children, 


Mrs. Halford, wife of the President- 
elect’s Private Secretary, is a confirmed in- 


valid. Most of her winter’s are spent in 
Florida. 


Queen Victoria intends to place an eques- 
trian statue of the late Emperor Frederick 
in Windsor Great Park, in close proximity 
to the statue of the Prince Consort. 


One of the citizen’s of Salem Mass., is 
Frank E. Vistorato, who when he wasa 
lad, was one of the twelve hundred Greeks 
thatunder Marco Bozzaris, made the famous 
charge at Corpenisi in August, 1823. The 
Greek boy is now a veteran, with a fine 
store of anecdotes of those stirring times. 


A recent graduate of West Point gives a 
pleasant account of his last sight of General 
Sheridan. That illustrious soldier was 
making the inspection rounds of the Mili- 
tary Academy with the commandant. 
Sheridan lingered awhile in the quarters of 
my informant, whose father was the Gen- 
eral’s friend of long standing. Before 
leaving, ‘‘ Little Phil” stepped to the open 
fire-place, and, bending, looked up the 
chimney, making a thrust with his sword 
worthy of a professional sweep. Rattlety- 
bang, crash, came a whole assortment of 
bottles, flasks, and cigar-boxes. The cadet 
says he stood aghast with the death sweat 
on him. General Sheridan froze him with 
a stern glance, and then, turning to the in- 
spector, said: ‘‘ Do not report this case; I 
have taken an unfair advantage of rE 
well remembered the old hiding-place of 
my own cadetship.” 
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ALVAH DAVISON, - - - Eprror. 


All communications for this department should be 
addressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 














Mr. George H. Richmond has been ap- 
pointed Official Editor of the American 
Archeological Association, so we now have 
three A. P. A. 
positions in that body. 

Mr. J. C. Sundberg of Copenhagen, Den- 
mark has sent me a copy of his price list of 
Denmark and other stamps, but bmg to 
my limited knowledge of the Danish lan- 
guage, I can give it but a passing notice. 





A copy of the Hureka Philatelist dropped 
in on me a few days ago, but upon looking 
it over, I concluded that stamp matters 
must be somewhat scarce around their 
sanctum, the main articles being about 
coins and minerals. 


The subscription list of the Philatelic 
Herald, whose second lease of life was so 
short, will be filled by the Philatelic Bea- 
con. And by the way, where is the Beacon? 
Its light has not illumined the darkness of 
this place in some months. 





At their meeting of December 27th the 
Chicago Philatelic Society admitted their 
one hundredth member. The National So- 
ciety of New York will have to bestir them- 
selves, as the Chicago boys are pushing them 
hard for first place in the way of member- 
ship. My congratulations, Mr. Gadsden. 

Every little while rumors of a resurrec- 
tion of the Empire State Philatelist come 
floating around, but this time it is more 
thanrumor. Mr. H. J. Calvert intends to 
re-issue the paper in its old form, and he 
already has circulars printed to that eftect. 
The first number to appear will probably 
be the February. 





It looks as though the Canadian Philatel- 
ic Association might soon become Ameri- 
can in membership, if notin name. Out of 
the last list of ten applicants published, six 
of them are from the United States. Look 
out boys, if those fellows from the ‘‘states”’ 
get a majority, Patrick Chalmers will have 
another indorsement ! 


What have I done to Bro. Hubbard that 
he wont send me his paper ? The last two 
numbers I received I had to write repeat- 
edly for, and now I lack the January. I 
traveled a hundred miles in the summer of 
87, from Newmarket to Lake Village, to 
have a look at Hubbard’s ‘‘phiz”’ and I 
feel that I am neglected. 





On January 28th R. R. Bogert & Co. 
held their tenth auction sale of foreign and 
United States postage and revenue stamps. 
Many desirable specimens were disposed 
of. On the 15th and 16th of January the 
Scott Stamp and Coin Co. held their 89th 
sale at which Battleboro, New Haven, New 
York, Providence and St. Louis stamps 
were sold. 





At the last convention of the A. P. A. 
held in August, the laws as corrected were 
ordered reprinted, butalthough five months 

ave since passed, none have yet appeared. 
Better hurrv up Mr. Secretary, or your 
laws will be issued just in time to receive 
another mutilation. The ©, P. A. is tardy 
in the same respect, as their laws were 
promised many weeks ago. 


members holding official | 


-PLAIN TALK: 


A philatelic society was organized in 
Lawrence, Mass., on December 4th with 
the following officers: Pres. C. W. Pearl; 
vice-president, W. C. Murphy; secretary, 
W. M. Stuart; treasurer, C. 8S. Ketchum. 
This society starts with twenty members, 
and they intend to become a branch of the 
A. P. A., three of the members already be- 
longing to that association. 


Editor Voute announces that the Stamp 
Collector’s Figaro will hereafter contain 
monthly, a cartoon suggestive of current 
philatelic events. The reprint just now is 
the all absorbing topic, and it is a fruitful 
field for the artist, if he can be made to 
understand whata reprint is. The Figaro 
is to appear with a new coat, the work being 
done by the Press Engraving Co. of N. Y. 





New York is beginning to pick up in the 
line of papers, the latest being an announce- 
ment of a new one entitled Philately. 
Messrs. Joseph Holmes, Jr., and Duncan 
S. Wylie are the ones who will carve out a 
fortune this time, and we may soon expect 
something good from the Empire State. 
Philately will appear with an engraved 
cover and with its present backing will no 
doubt hold a leading place. 


I was the recipient around the holidays 
of numerous favors from my philatelic 
friends. On New Year’s morning the mail 
brought me a handsome card from John 8. 
Bixby bearing his greeting, while similar 
tokens were received from Jno. M. Sheri- 
dan, The Chicago Philatelic Society, and 
the Philatelic Gazette. Thanks gentle- 
men, may we live to see and enjoy many 
of them under the same conditions. 





The Stamp Publishing Co., of Denver, 
has been succeeded by the Colcrado Phila- 
telic Co., with Chas. G. Woodworth, J. C. 
Feldwisch and F. W. Feldwisch as officers. 
All the Denver publication has been ab- 
sorbed by this company, including the 
Stamp, Collector’s Comment, and Stamp 
Dealers’ Directory. The new firm will 
carry an extensive line of albums, stamps 
and everything in the philatelic line. 


The latest thing of interest in philatelic 
circles isthe ‘‘rejected die.’’ This inter- 
esting specimen is being freely discussed, 
and it now seems a settled fact, that it can 
only be found on numbers three and five 
of the different colored envelopes. I lately 
looked over a lot of two thousand entire 
used envelopes, from numbers five to seven, 





and in the whole lot not a single ‘‘ rejected 
die’’ appeared. This speaks well for their 
scarceness. 


A new association has recently been re- 
organized under the name of The Southern 
Collectors’ Association, with E. M. Nolan, 
San Antonio, Tex., president, F. C. Saw- 
yer Beauclerc, Fla., vice-president, E. 8. 
Hamilton, San Antonio, treasurer, W. C. 
Merchant, 403 Laurel street, San Antonio, 
Tex., secretary. This association will aim 
to benefit collectors of all branches, and 
all collectors, either young or old, are in- 
vited to join. The dues will be fifty cents 
per year. For further information apply 
| to any of the officers. 





The C. P. A. evidently is infested with 
the same class of petty thieves that trouble 
the American Association. A short time 
'ago Thad some sheets in the Canadian As- 
‘sociation, containing some of the 1869 is- 
sue of U. §S. stamps with plain backs. 
When the sheets were returned, the stamps 











were still there, but instead of ok once 
specimens, I found grilled ones had been 
put in their places. It is only fair to the 
C. P. A. to state, that the majority of the 
members on the cireuit through which this 
sheet went, were from the United States. 


In the January number of the American 
Journal of Philately, Mr. Jno. K. Tiffany 
begins an article on ‘‘ Proofs and Essays.” 
Just such an article as this has been a long 
felt want, as thousands of collectors are un- 
able to distinguish the difference between 
die, hub, or plate proofs, while essays and 
printer’s proofs are not in their dictionary. 
This article from the president of the 
American Philatelic Association, can be ac- 
cepted as being asnearly perfect as itis pos- 
sible to have it, as no better authority lives 
than the author. 


The banking interest of the country is 
pretty well represented in philately, as I 
know of five earnest collectors who are 
either cashiers or paying tellers of differ- 
ent banks. Mr. R. Wuestheoff, of New 
York City; W. A. Haley, Lancaster, Pa., 
Chas. G. Bailey, Lynn, Mass.; C. W. Sparr, 
Eureka, Kan., and H. C. Howe, Ponco, 
Neb. When such men as these find pleas- 
ure in the pursuit, what nonsense it seems 
to speak of it as ‘‘child’s play.” These 
men no doubt derive much more pleasure 
from handling the postage stamps, than 
they do from the stamps at the bank. 


eve Canty: 





One variety of United States stamps 
which some collectors are unable to distin- 
guish, is the five cent brown 1856 and 1857, 
one ‘‘ with ornaments at top and bottom,” 
and the other ‘‘ without ornaments.” The 
two varieties are shown in the accompany - 
ing ilustrations. The ornaments consist 
of a projection at the top and bottom, the 
same as those at the sides, the 1856 variety 
having four of them, while in 1857 when a 
new plate was made, the top and bottom 
ornaments were partly, or wholly removed, 
this making a distinct variety. Of this 
stamp I have two reprints, one with orna- 
ments partly removed, and the other show- 
ing them totally obliterated. 


Now Mekeel has gone and done it. The 
January number of his paper, the Philatel- 
ic Journal of America, contains one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight pages, this being 
double the size of any philatelic paper ever 
issued. In opening the wrapper, I thought 
it was the Century magazine, but was soon 
enlightened as to its contents. The lead- 
ing article in this number is ‘‘ A Review of 
the American Stamp Trade,” this being il- 
lustrated with portraits of many of the 
leading dealers. A large amount of other 
matter goes to make up by far the finest 
philatelic paper everissued. Such a stroke 
of enterprise as this, should meet with lib- 
eral appreciation from the great body of 
stamp collectors in this country, and it no 
doubt will. Mekeel wants to give philatel- 
ists a good large magazine each month, 
and it all depends upon their patronage 
whether they get it or not. 





In the January International Collector, 


**Sal Vador”’ gives as a reason why pur- 
chasing in packets is desirable, that ‘‘ deal- 
ers are enabled by mixing common and 
scarce stamps together, to give rare stamps 
for perhaps one-third what they would 
bring if sold singly.” Now, Sally, let a 
dealer give you a point on that. If we 
want to get rid of rare stamps, we don’t 
have to hide them under common ones, not 
much. They will go quick enough on their 
own good looks. Zhe reason why packets 
are cheapest for young collectors is be- 
cause a dealer when selling stamps singly, 
counts on so much profit on each stamp, 
but when selling a packet he disposes of a 
quantity at one time, and only figures on a 
profit for the Zot, and when selling a num- 
ber of stamps ata time, he is willing to 
take a much less profit per stamp than 
when selling singly, there being not ten 
per cent. of the labor in selling a packet, 
pe there is in selling fifty single stamps, 
ee! 





Another stamp which many collectors 
have difficulty in distinguishing, is the one 
cent 1857 United States, there being two 
varieties of it, one of them with ‘‘ outer 
line to labels,” and the other without these 
lines, the latter being the most common 
variety. The stamp as first issued is shown 
in the first illustration. At the top, over 
“U.S. Postage,” and at the bottom, under 
‘One Cent,” it will be noticed that there is 
a fine line running around, while in the sec- 
ond illustration, this line or the central por- 
tion of it, has been removed. When the 
stamps were first printed, it was found that 
the perforation cut into the printed portion 
of the stamp, owing to the small space be- 
tween them, and to prevent this the top 
and bottom portions of the design were 
removed from the plate, thus cutting off 
the sides and portions of the corner orna- 
ments, but giving more space for the per- 
foration. The ‘‘ outer line” or first varie- 


On February 16th, at 2.80 P. M., Mr. J. 
J. Casey will hold his eighteenth auction 
sale of U. S. and foreign postage and rev- 
enue stamps at Geo. A. Leavitt & Co’s. 
rooms, 787 Broadway, N. Y. The stamps 
to be disposed of are a part of the ‘‘ Haw- 
ley” collection, and the sale is especially 
rich in Confederate States, U. 8. postage 
and revenue stamps. These sales afford 
collectors a good opportunity to fill their 
sets, the only objection or difficulty being 
that the stamps are usually in lots of from 
five to twenty or more stamps, and in order 
to get the specimen you want, you must 
buy others with it, but these can always be 
sold or exchanged for as much, if not more, 
than the price piid, as stamps at auctions 
always go at considerable less than cata- 
logue price, unless perchance it be a set of 


Se em NOTA LK 








Executive or some similar stamps, for 
which there is always a big demand, thus 
causing the prices to run up often above 
catalogue rates. When a collection is to be 
sold at auction, the stamps are put on 
exhibition at the salesroom the day of the 
isale, in order that intending purchasers 
may examine them before bidding. 








| 10 Var. Unused Departments a AG tke HVPE RR ee id 50 
Unused and used Departments .................. 10 
Meg ad ate (hee Vitis del tn ety 4 ee ae rg NE kad Se ea | 
20 “ U.S. Adhesive 1851 to 1883, le. to 90c. and Special 
WBE H Ao 9, ee ny CEOS | eM TS NCE | | 
STRAUS NOU os eds Sruce te cotter ce sitvct there reeiate 20 
Postage 2c. extra on orders under...........6.0..0020054.50 
Send for bargain list in U.S, Coins and stamps. 


F. L. TALGOTT, 


Buffalo, N. Y. 





SOME INVITING OFFERS! 


Puan TALK and Philatelic Gazette, each one year, 
70 CENTS. 
PLAIN TALK and The Stamp Collector, each one year, 
50 CENTS. 
PLAIN TALK and Stamp Collector's Figaro, each one 
year, 45 GENTS. 


Send orders to 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., 
9 SPRUCE ST., N. Y. CITY. 





A postal card addressed to E. T. Parker, 
Bethlehem, Pa., U. 8. A,. will place within 
your reach acopy of his Monthly Priced 

ist of Postage Stamps, which is in high 
standing among collectors because of its 
forcible arguments in the way of prices. 





At Reduced Prices. 
(eer 111. Catalogue free. 


The new Congo coins, 1, 2, 


5 and 10 cts, only 25 cts. per 
set. 


GEO. J. BAUER, 
73 Front St., Rochester, NY 


~ STAMPS! STAMPS! 








4var. Persia .09 
8 “ Ceylon ll 
20 “ J. S. Revenues 15 
21‘ Heligoland, unused, 35 
144“ Thurn & Taxis unused, 23 


FREE—PRICE LIST—FREE 


Approval sheets at 25 per cent; commission good refer- 
ence required, C. Drew, Box, 3,250, New York City. 





Coins, Medals & Tokens, 


It 


MP$ on approval to responsible parties at 256 percent 
sue 8. M. Gavidew, Box 472, Pottstown, Pa, ; ; 
FOREIGN 8TAMPS, many varieties, Greece, Japal 
100 etc., 8c. A. E. ASHFIELD, Box 233, Rye, N. Y. erent 
SF ae 2 stamps for prices of Presses, Type, Cards, Pnve- 
opes, Scrap Pictures, etc. AcmME Carp Co., May- 
wood, N., J. F ‘ 








Cheap Sets Of stamps. 
e *UNUSED 
Chili, 8 varieties Sear ie dneve oF tee eiparv ck 
Sweden, 1872, 11 var.... E aeas . 06 
*Baden Land FORE, SVAU, «se vies tcvieele snes ee 05 
*Bergedorf, 5 var.....,. . 08 
MOAI B VON «ics dspace ped ch (ob ies LR ee eae 6 
"De WAS, Il VAY... 2ri oe rescudase celts oor ee 
Send for 1889 price-list, 
J. C. BECKER. 
91144 No. Mason BT., BLOOMINGTON, ILL. f os 
READ AND PROFIT THEREBY, 
e have packets at prices from 
10 GENTS TO $10.00. 
Persia, 5 and 10 SPR s 17 Aske ee edan tere eade tude. 20 


THE EMPIRE STAMP COMPANY, 
NO. BROOKFIELD, MASS. 





STAMP COLLECTOR'S, ATTENTION! 


Having purchased of A. Lohmeyer, Baltimore, Md., 
his entire remaining stock of stamps, we are prepared to 
send you the finest assortment of stamps on approval at 
a liberal discount. Send for one or more sheets, enclos- 
ing a good reference. We have a number of bc. U.S. 
Envs., Blue on White, 1875, Scott’s No. 145, Die A, tha 
we are selling at a reasonable figure, 


The Genesee Stamp and Coin Company, 
BOX 462, ROCHESTER, N. Y, 


Philatelic Literature. 


Send list of wants and prices paid for same. Fift 
stamps for every stamp paper sent me. Correspond- 
ence solicited for the exchange of Philatelic Papers. The 
“Philatelic Literature Collector,” 10 cents. per year. 
Stamps on approval at 25 per cent. commission. Com- 
plete file “Stamp Record,” 4 nos., 25 cents. 

H. C. BEARDSLEY, A. P. A., 95, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


REVENUE 
STAMPS 
MATCH MEDICINE 








Box 616, 





4 Portuguese Indies .15| * 4 Brunswick 65 10 
6 Argentine Rept. .10| * 6 Prince Edw. Iles 85 
3 Baden 68 10} * 6 Thurn & Taxis 25 
6 Guatemala 82 15 * 2 Spanish Carlist 15 


Envelopes and post cards used and unused, enclose a 
2 cent stamp for sheets on approval with a promise to 
return in 7 days. 


Wer PAS oe 


Kansas City, Mo, 





406 Holmes Street, 





|i onl wa id SONA Co GA 


BOX hha aac! tanks 


HARRISON, MAINE, 


DEALER IN 


United States and Foreign Postage Stamps. 


Fine Approval Sheets a Specialty. 





I have a very fine assortment of United States and Foreign Postage 
Stamps which I send on approval at 25 per cent. commission to any respon- 
sible parties, who will guarantee to make returns in ten days. Letters 


which do not contain return postage 
guaranteed genuine. 


are not answered. All stamps are 


I2 
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"NATURAL HISTORY NOTES. 


Contributions to this department are solicited from 
all readers. Questions will be answered by competent 
authorities. 








Curious Facts About} Spiders. 

Many persons would be ready to affirm 
that the spider is an insect; but an eminent 
naturalist has declared that the spider and 
an insect are very dissimilar in structure, 
being as nearly alike, in fact, asa cow and 
a codfish. They have one common feature, 
in that each wears its skeleton on the out- 
side, with 1ts muscles attached on the in- 
side; but with this kindred peculiarity the 
resemblance ends. 

The spider is divided into two parts; the 
insect into three. In the spider the head 
and thorax are combined. Above the 
mouth, and hanging down in front, are a 
pair of jaws which contain the poison fangs 
with which the spider is enabled to secure 
and kill the insects upon which it preys. 
Behind these are smaller jaws, which assist 
in preparing the food for the mouth. The 
spider has eight eyes, so arranged that they 
look in different directions. 

The spider has four pairs of legs; the in- 
sect three pairs. The legs are covered with 
hair, which differs in length at different 
periods in life, and which renders service | 
in securing a hold upon the web which it 
so industriously spins. ‘The thread is 
thrown off from the little appendages, at 
the end of the abdomen, called spinnerets. 
The thread of the spider is composed of 
innumerable small strands, which may 
often be pulled apart alike the fibres of a 
rope. One of these small strands is said to 
be one two-millionth the thickness of a 
hair; but as hair differs in texture, we may 
simply conclude that the strands are of | 
surprising delicacy and fineness. 

A scientist drew from the body of a sin- 
gle spider three thousand, four hundred 
and eighty yards of silk—a little less than 
three miles. The silk woven from the 
spider’s thread is said to be more glossy 
and brilliant than of the silkworm. It is 
sometimes utilized. Stockings have been 
made of it, and enough was once secured to 
weave an entire suit of clothes for Louis 
XIV. 

Spiders display great activity, and are 
not without their share of accomplishments. 
They run with surprising speed, can climb 
perpendicular glass, dig holes, spread nets 
and run down prey. They also swim well, 
some species spending nearly their whole 
existence under water. Others have the 
power to rise higher than any bird. This 
feat is accomplished by throwing out webs, 
which are swept upward by heated currents 
of air. 

The spider can shake off its legs like a 
lobster. Some species carry their young 
on their backs, thus making long journeys. 
Spiders are less dangerous that many sup- 
pose, although some of the larger species 
can inflict serious wounds, 








Charitable Blue-Jays. 


The blue-jay, as most of us know him, is 
a wild, harum-searum sort of bird, one of 
the last that would be thought of as a model 
of loving-kindness; but a correspondent 
of the Auk relates an extremely pretty 
story, which goes to show once more how 
wise was the old injunction, ‘‘ Behold the 
the fowls of the air.” 

Last August, on an old farm in Wisconsin, 
my attention was attracted by the notes of 
a blue-jay; not the ordinary cry of that| 
bird, but a series of regular calls, followed 





by answers from a neighboring tree. There 
was something so peculiarly suggestive 
about the sound that I went to the place, 
and there I saw an old jay perched on a 
fence at some distance from a tree in which 
were several others. 

On my nearing the bird, the calls from 
the tree became more frequent and loud, 
changing from a low, pleasant, communica- 
tive tone toa shrill alarm, which grew more 
frequent and intense as I approached. 
Thinking that the fellow must be injured in 
some way, I went cautiously up to him, 
when I found him at least partially blind. 
The eyes were blurred and dimmed, and 
the lids nearly closed. 

IT had little difficutly in catching him, and 
and, found him to be an old and helpless 
creature, with scarcely a vestige of his 
former beauty. The handsome blue feath- 
ers were sadly faded, the claws very much 
worn, the bill dulled, and the wings and 
tailragged. Every feature suggested old 
age and feebleness. 

Yet he was cared for as tenderly as ever 
was a young bird in its nest. No sooner 
had I caught him than there were at least 
a dozen jays close at hand, whose sympathy 
and interest were manifested as plainly as 
they could have been with words. 

After a thorough examination I let him 
go, when he flew in the direction of the 
others, and finally settled upon the lower 
limb of one of the trees. 

After that I saw him every day for eight 
days, and not once did his companions desert 
him; some of them were always at hand to 
warn him of approaching danger, where- 
upon he would fly in the direction indicated 
by the sound of their voices. They guided 
him regularly to a spring not far off, where 
I saw him bathe daily, with some of his 
companions always standing guard, 

They not only watched over him in these 
ways, but they fed him. Some time before 
I had noticed jays carrying food, and had 
thought it a curions occurrence, as there 
could be no young ones to feed at that 
season; and now, to my surprise and pleas- 
ure, I discovered that it was this old and 
helpless bird whose wants were being min- 
istered unto. 


The World’s Oldest Tree. 


The annals of the Cingalese are said to 
contain a historical record of events ex- 
tending back over a period of twenty odd 
centuries. These, with extensive ruins, 
such, for instance, as those of the ancient 
cities of Anuradhapoora and Palonnaruwa, 
which are known to have been inhabited as 
much as 2,300 years ago, show that the is- 
land was originally very thickly settled by 
a partly civilized and very energetic people. 
The first named city was the capital of the 
island for 1,200 years after the fifth century 
B:.C, 

In the fourth century B. C. the an- 
nals of Ceylon record that the city was pre- 
sented with Buddha’s begging-dish, his 
collar-bone, and a branch of that celebrated 
Bo tree under which he attained to Buddha- 
hood, Nothing now remains of this ancient 
city but a mass of ruins, crumbling tombs 
and the tree mentioned above. This relic 
of centuries has been flourishing for nearly 
2,300 years, and is consequently the oldest 
living tree in the world of which we have 
any genuine record. Itis one of the most 
sacred objects throughout the entire Bud- 
dhist world, and it 1s esteemed a virtuous 
act on the part of the pious to make a pil- 
grimage toit. Its fallen leaves are conse- 
quently a great treasure and are frequently 
carried to Siam, Burmah, China and Japan 
by pilgrims from those countries. 








F. C. SAWYER, Beauclerc, Fla., 
Dealer in 

Stamps, Confederate Money and Curi- 
osities. 


Send stamp for 1889 8-page catalogue. 
to sell stamps. 
commission. 


Agents wanted 
Send stamp and reference. 2% per cent. 
F. C. SAWYER. 


BEAUTIFUL CRYSTALS 


For $1 I will send by mail 50 of the 
celebrated si ats Brel te quartz 
crystals found at this locality. No cabi- # 
net is complete without a collection of 
these choice crystals showing them in f 
their different modified forms, Unsur- 
»assed in beauty and brilliancy, Satis- 
action guaranteed. 


A. B. CRIM, Middleville, Herkimer Co., N. Y. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Our Agents Make $100 to $300 a Month 


Selling our goods on their merits. We want ae 
and General Agents,and will take back all goods unsol 
if a County Agent fails to clear $100 and expenses after 
a thirty days’ trial, or a General Agent less than $250. 
We will send large illustrated circulars and letters with 
a special offer to suit territory applied for, on receipt of 
5 one cent stamps. Avply at once and get it on the 
boom. Address, . 


HOME MANUFACTURING CO., 
Excelsior Bldg., Sixth Ave. & Grant st., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


AMUSEMENT FOR ALL AGES, 














CHILDREN ” 

are delighted with ‘This beats them all. &; 
it. —— 
YOUNG Menand Naitt.ct 





Maidens are capti- 


vated with it. 
AND OLD Men and Matrons take 
pleasure in it, or pert ed it with their 
children and grandchildren. 





VACUUM TIPPED ARROW, 


Itis a perfect Parlor Amusement, as 
there are no sharp points to break or 
mar the furniture, and can be shot with 
safety even at your window. It will 
adhere wherever tt strikes. Soldevery- 
where. 


A Gun, Arrow, Butterfly Hanger and Graduated 
Target, mailed post-paid for 85 cts., or Spring 
Steel Bow substituted for Gun, 50 cts. xtra 
Arrows, 30 cts. each, Extra Targets 20 ets. each. 


ELASTIC TIP CO., Sole Manufacturers and 
Patentees and Dealers in Rubber Goods of every 
description. Cor, Cornhill and Washington St., 
Boston, Mass. 


SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 


ESTABLISHED !6845. 


Is the oldest and most popular scientific and 
mechanical paper published and has the largest 
circulation of any paper of its class in the world. 
Fully illustrated. Best class of Wood Engrav- 
ings. Published esa Send for specimen 
copy. Price #3a year. Four months’ trial, $1. _ 


MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS, 361 Broadway, N.Y. 


ARCHITECTS & BUILDER 


Edition of Scientific American. 


A great success. Each issue contains colored 
lithographic plates of country and city residen- 
ces or public buildings, Numerous engravings 
and full plans and specifications for the use of 
such as contemplate building. Price $2.50 a year, 
25 cts. a copy. MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS. 


PATENTS: © 





may be secur- 


ed by a 
ing to UNN 
& CO., who 


40 years’ experience and have made over 

100,000 applications for American and For- 

eign patents. Send for Handbook. Corres- 
pondence strictly confidential. 


TRADE MARKS. 


In case your mark is not registered in the Pat- 
ent Office, apply to MUNN & Co., and procure 
immediate protection. Send for Mandbook. 

COPYRIGIUTS for books, charts, maps, 
etc., quickly procured. Address 

MUNN & CO., Patent Solicitors, 
GENEKAL OFFICE: 361 BROADWAY, N. ¥, 





98 NUMISMATICS. 


Contributions solicited. Questions upon any topic 
relating to coin collecting will be answered in this de 
partment by specialists. 

















Silk Threads in Bank Notes. 


The paper on which bank notes are 
printed is called ‘‘ distinctive paper,’ be- 
ing used exclusively by the Government 
for the printing of bonds and current notes. 
The mills where it is» manufactured are at 
Glen Falls, Chester County, Pa. An agent 
of the Treasury department receives the 
paper direct from the hands of the manu- 
facturer and every precaution is observed 
in order to prevent any loss. Short scraps 
of red silk are mixed with the liquid pulp 
inanengine. The finished material is con- 
ducted to a wire cloth without passing 
through any screens, which might retain 
the silken threads. An arrangement above 
the wire cloth scatters a shower of fine 
scraps of blue silk thread, which falls upon 
the paper while it is being formed. The 
side on which the blue silk is deposited is 
used for the back of notes and the threads 
are so deeply imbedded as to remain per- 
manently fixed. Each sheet is registered 
as soon as it is made. 





American Coins Less Valuable. 

It would surprise one not in the business 
to see the number of people who come to us 
with coins to ascertain if there is not a pre- 
mium on them. Of course, the large ma- 
jority of these are American coins. There 
are but a few Americans coins that have 
any value to a coin collector. These are 
mostly of a date in which year but a few 
were issued, and for this reason they have 
a value above their denomination. Pieces 
of money of an extremely old date are 
valuable, of course, but this does not apply 
to American coins. The fact is, coins be- 
come valuable when they are rare.—Col- 
lector in Globe-Democrat. 


The Silver Dollar of 1804 is the rarest of 
the U. S. silver. Of this only ten pieces 
are known to exist, all in the hands of col- 
lectors. Several re-strikes have been 
made of the 1804 dollar. <A fine specimen 
made from the origidal die would cost, at 
the least, $1,000, though there are many 
dates which frequently sold for several dol- 
lars. Those of 1796-1797, if in fine condi- 
tion, will sell for $40. The one dated 1796 
is the rarer, and generally sells at a still 
higher price. The Quarter Dollars of 1823 
and 1827, if in fine condition, sell readily 
at $20 each, but if in extra fine condition 
double that sum is freely given by collec- 
tors. 4 

No gold or silver coins are issued by the 
Chinese Government. 


Mr. John C. Schayer of 147 Devonshire 
St., Boston, Mass., is one of the oldest 
dealers in coins. In his time he has handled 
many valuable collections. 





A Correction and An Inquiry. 


To the Editor of Puatn Tax: 

On page 12, Dee. issue of your interest- 
ing paper, I notice a statement that the 
1849 $20 gold piece or Double Eagle is the 
rarest coin of the U. S. series. 

Permit me to state that the piece men- 
tioned is not a coin in the full sense of the 
word, but a pattern or experimental piece, 
as it was never issued for circulation that 


“Hawa NV TALK 


year, and adopted only in 1850—it exists 
ulso in copper. Aside from this it is no 
rarer than a number of other pattern pieces 
which are known to be unique also, 

As for the Half Eagle of 1815, it is not 
half so rare as that of 1822, 
two are known. 

You quote U.S. fractional currency 1st 
issue with perforated edges, as being worth 
20c., 40c. and 75c. for the 5e. 10c. 25e. re- 
hy Mee a ak ae can [ buy any at these 
rates? rif they are only buying pieces, 
which will pay $1.50 for the 50c. note. 

D. Proskey. 

New York, Dec. 138. 


An Excellent Work. 
To the Editor of Puatn TAux : 

Yours of the 18th received. Accept m 
thanks for the book. I like it very much 
and consider it an excellent work to add to 
my library. C. A. FRAzER. 

Svoringfield, Mass. 





A Voice from Indiana. 


To the Editor of Puatn Taux: 

We received your book last week and are 
well pleased with it. One of the best books 
in the market. 

Cuutice McKinney. 


Red Key, Ind. 


A Bright Letter from New Hampshire. 


Vditor of Puatn TALK: 

Having received and carefully examined 
the November and December copies of 
your paper, I can sincerely say that it is 
the best little monthly, considering the 
price and size of it, that I have seen, and I 
receive many sample copies of all kinds of 
papers and magazines. Its contents are 
pure and interesting, and have great varie- 
ty, the advertisements are good, the print 
is clear, and the cuts are very good for so 
small a paper. It is suited to everybody, 
‘*from nine to ninety,” and ‘‘it speaks for 
itself.”” As I am a fifteen-year old boy, I 
don’t know if my testimony is worth any- 
thing to you, but you can print itif you 
wish. 

W. Leroy Foaa. 

Epping, N. H., Jan. 14. 


Familiar Maxims that are Used Without 
Knowledge of Their Authorship. 


Many of our common sayings, so trite 
and pithy, are used without the least idea 
from whose mouth or pen they first origin- 
ated. Probably the works of Shakespeare 
furnish us with more of these familiar max- 
ims than any other writer, for to him we 
owe—‘‘Allis not gold that glitters,” ‘“‘Screw 
your courage to the sticking place,” (not 
point,) ‘“They laugh that win,” ‘“This is 
the long and short of it,” ‘‘Comparisons 
are odious,” ‘‘As merry as the day is long,” 
‘A Daniel come to judgment,” ‘‘Frailty, 
thy name is woman,” ‘‘Make assurance 
doubly sure,” and a host of others. Wash- 
ington Irving gives us ‘*The almighty dol- 
lar,” Thomas Morton queried long ago, 
‘What will Mrs. Grundy say?” while Gold- 
smith answers, ‘‘Ask me no questions and 
T’ll tell you no fibs.” Charles Pinckney 
gives, ‘‘Millions for defence, but not one 
cent for tribute.” ‘‘First in war, first in 
peace, and first in the hearts of his fellow- 
citizens,” (not countrymen) appeared in 
the resolutions presented to the House of 
Representatives in December, 1790, pre- 
pared by Gen. Henry Lee. 
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Midden Name and Motto Cards, Borap Plot 
987 Magic, one pack of Escort Cards, sad large Betagie Berk stamina 
(not pictures.) All for « 2 cent wlecap, | ten Card Co, Cetie, Okie 


75 CA R DS 25 May TC U Moms Cards, 25 Recort Cards, 25 fim 
© tation Cards, and Anent Bam 


f 
Visiting Oards ever sent our. All ealy 10 cours, pleas Tel ogy a 


1 - amples of Fine Cards WoRLD Carb 
F R E E. Co,,71 Green Bt., Cincinnati, O. oe 
FREE Large MARRIAGE PAPER. 
MAGAZINE, Toledo, Ohio, 
Stamp for bargain list of 5 and lc. inerals. EB 
SEND J. HARDCASTLE, Wilmington, Del. se 


COOD.-BYE., my Lover, Gooa-B 


Wo 186 ah f ye, ae 
other songs, ba od bri 
erimontsin magic, and sample card’ All only 10 stmt. Copied Card Be Coches oe 


FREE" Fine Cards. Senastamp. 
3 W orld Card Co.,71 Green St., Cin. O, 
FALSE MOUSTACHE 8 cts. Push Button, 10 cts. To: 
LOL Parac 1ute, 10c, Capital Card Co., Columbus, 0. 
Ring, 21 Hidden Name Cards and Agents’ out- 
STONE fit all for l0c. Munson Brosg., Mi Carmel, 
ODN, 
9 9 Sample Styles of Hidden Name and 
ilk Fringe Cards, Sleight of Hand Tricks, Recitations, Dislegues, Pus 


ales, Conundrums, Garnes, and how you can make $16 , 
sos af cent bhauie” BONE GRE" FOURS SSE bak 


6 ZIN S story and comic papers, 10 cts. a pound 
by mail. Money refunded if not satis- 
ied, RESS, Box 8269, New York City. 
N M For Poultry, Granulated Bone and 
' Crushed Oyster Bhells. Send for 
rice List. YORK CHEMICAL Works, York, Pa. 


N TIC = Send 10 cents for sample 100 ‘tobacco tags, 
»terms and price-list toagents. Lots of money 
tobe made. CULTICE & MCKINNEY Red Key, Ind. 


W YORK Cl Y BY NIGHT. Wedded and Parted. Wid- 
ow Bedott. ‘hese three books and Agent's 
Sample Cards, 10c. Carp Co., Cadiz, O. 


Bieom Card 


Address Home 


We will send The World one year, insert 
name in directory for one year. all for 10 
cts. Guarantee im- mense mail or money 

refunded. THE WoRLD, Box 223, Passumpsic, Vt. 


HO. 4 ee AND. Send 10 Cents for 


Full Set Self-Teaching Short-Hand Lessons. The 
Haven College, 1,322 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa., U.S. A. 


UY$ our German Silver Stem Winding Watch. 
Send 50 cents to show that you mean business and 
we will send it by express C. O. D. $2.50, and you 

need not take it unless it suits you. Catalogue and 
—— of other goods two cents. Address Banner 
Card Co., Cadiz, O. 


HERE YOU HAVE IT. 


100 Envelopes or Note Heads, 30c. by mail. 500 4x7 
Circulars, post paid, 75c. 











Buys a postal on which 


EAGLE JOB PRINT, Butler, O. 
ONE CENT tientiescurdaress 


‘x 
mail our pamphlet “How to Get Correspondence for 
Fun, Self-improvement and Matrimony. Address THE 
P. C. AGENCY, Al, Berrien Springs, Mich. 


Agents sample book for 1889. Also our mam- 

moth catalogue and samples of fast selling 
novelties all sent by mail on receipt of 10cents. A first- 
class-RUBBER STAMP with your name on, suitable to mark 
cards, clothing, etc., FREE to every person answering 
this advertisement, We offer the largest inducements 
to AGENTS, write now as this offer will not appear again. 


AMERICAN CARD & NOVELTY CO., 
Woodmont, Conn. 








THERE-ARE WONDERS ON THE EARTH THAT WERE NEVER DREAMED OF 


MAMMOTH BUDGET. 


An Astounding A ere ation of Mysterious, Magical, Mirthful, Musical and Miscellaneous 
Things. EV ERY BUDGET CONTAINS ALL THB FOLLOWING; 
60 Parlor Games, 63 Sleight of Hand Tricks, 58 Chersieal Bxperiments. $8 Recitations, # 
Rebuses, 19 Mlustrated Puzzles, 100 Popular Songs, 200 Alburm Verses, 100 Money Mak~ 
ing Secrets, 41 Fancy Work Designs, Pictures of Fameus Mon and Wemen, 306 Rid- 
dles. Pussies, &e., 6 Large Engrarings, ey) se pe Flowers, Golden Wheel Fertune Tel!- 
er, Dictionary of Dreams, Glove Fliriation, Bandkerehief Flirtation, Lover's Telegraph, 
Magic Age Tablet, Telegraph Alphabet, Parasol Flirtation, Magie Square, Seren Wen- 
ders ofthe World, Mapofthe U. S., Deafand Dumb Alphabet, Calendar for the Curreat 
Year, Hat Flirtation, Fan Flirtation, Game of Questions and Answers, $5 Prise Pureie, 
We send all the above post paid for only 14 cents, and every person who send a» order ut 
once will receive FREE our LargeSAMPLE BOOK of CARDS and A@ENTS® OUTFIT. 


Address, Eagle Card Works, Cadiz, Ohio. 


Rapid Typewriter $5.00. 


Over 5,000 soldin one month, The only machine re- 
quiring no instruction. Writing equal to $100 machine 
The most useful invention of the age, surpassing pen 
or printing press. Medal awarded at American Insti- 
tute Exhibition, Constructed entirely of hard metal, 
with copper letters. Warranted for 5 years, Sent to 
any address on receipt of $5.00. _ Address, 

GEO. R. BLAKELY, 
BrRaDFoRD, McKean Co., Pa. 


ONLY A % PER M. 





We have Twenty Thousand Agents’ Names and Ad- 
dresses left out of alot of aoout One Hundred Thousand 
collected during the previous season. They are just 
the kind Dealers in Agents’ Goods want to send Cir- 
culars and Samples. Write quick if you want them. 
They will sell fast at 25C. PER 1000. Cut this ad, out 
and paste it in your hat; it will not appear again. 


MYERS & CO., 


6144 PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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Platinum. 
GEO, E. COOPE. 


Platinum is chiefly found in California, 
Oregon, Russia and Australia. It is often 
found in masses weighing about ten pounds. 
It is rarely found except associated with 
other metals. 

There are several ways of separating 
platinum from the ore, but the one 
most commonly used is by a chemical 
process. When it is extracted by this pro- 
cess, it is of a bluish-white metallic color, 
it is exceedingly malleable and ductile, and 
is very hard to melt, melting only under a 
very powerful heat. It expands less by 
heat than any other metal, and is regarded 
as the heaviest of metals known, but some 
claim that osmium and iridium are as 
dense. It is not affected by atmospheric 
action, and does not undergo oxidation in 
the air at even the highest temperature. 

It is not acted upon by any acid. On 
this account it is of great sevrice in experi- 
mental and manufacturing chemical pur- 
poses, such as crucibles. 

Platinum is corroded if heated with the 
alkaline earths. It may be easily alloyed 
with most of the metals, the alloy being 
easier to melt than the pure platinum. An 
alloy of platinum being harder than the 
pure, is more widely used for crucibles and 
other things that have to undergo constant 
and rough use in the laboratory. 


Mrs. Jay Gould’s Fortune. 
J ay Gould’s wife, whose fatal illness 
has brought her out of her accustomed 
privacy into public consideration, was com- 
paratively rich when she was married. Her 
name was Martin, she was the heiress of a 
rich grocer, and upon going into wedlock 
she was possessor of something like $80,000. 
That was just about the time of Jay Gould’s 
first operations in this city. The history 
of her fortune, here told imperfectly, but 
for the first time, is blended with her hus- 
band’s colossal accumulations and yet is 
separate. Mrs. Gould lent her $80,000 to 
her husband, and he used it in the begin- 
ning of his career of prosperity. For a 
while the outlook was not good for repay- 
ment. Gould calculated his chances care- 
fully and his ventures turned out -pro- 
ductively at length, but first along it seemed 
as though he would lose every dollar. In- 
deed, it was not until he fell in with Jim 
Fisk, and they together captured the Erie 
Railway, that his wife’s thousands began 
to paeltiply themselves. That was the 
capital with which he worked at the out- 
set. As soon as he could doso he separated 
her property from his own, and carried it 
along in separate investments, altogether 
with her assent and generally at her direc- 
tion. She follawed 
though at times she indulged her own fancy 
or judgment. Thus her wealth grew along 
with his, until three years ago, when she 
demanded an accounting from him. She 
jocosely declared that she wouldn’t trust 
im any longer, and that she meant to re- 


tire from Wall street to set him a good ex- | 


ample, if for nothing else. Gould had his 
bookkeepers figure up his wife’s interest 


exactly, and took all of her stocks, bonds | 


and other securities off her hands at their 
market value. 

over $2,000,000. She invested the money 
in Government bonds and other securities 
of undoubted solidity. That is her personal 
fortune, 4nd the understanding of her in- 
timate friends is that she will devise it at 
her death to her daughters. 





There are always two sides to a case ex- 
cept with an open faced watch. 


his lead, as a rule! 





The yield of this to her was | 


CLUB: Lists 
We are prepared to receive subscriptions 
for other publications in combination with 
Puain TauxK at greatly reduced rates. If 
you do not find what is wanted in the fol- 
owing list, write for prices. The regular 
price of the different periodicals is given in 
‘the first column, and the price at which we 
'can supply them, including a year’s sub- 
| scription to Puatn Tak in the second. It 
will be seen that in many cases this paper 
will cost the subscriber nothing, the com- 
bination price being the same as the regular 
price of the other publications alone. . 





Regular Price with 


PERIODICAL. Price. Puan TALK. 
American Agriculturist. $1.50...... $1.50 
American Garden......... 1,00.,540< 1.25 
Baby boo sstieesssdedideses 1.80 :.5% 1.50 
CONCRLY. 5 ciberesrvdeuradixye: 4.00...... 4.00 
Golden Day ga ..tsrcsccess SOU. cisvs 3.00 
Harper’s Weekly......... 4.00...... 4.00 

¥ Bazaar.......... 4.00...... 4.00 
i Magazine...... ROU asses 4.00 
- Young People 2.00...... 2.10 
TRG. cos dshuasnseuestodetieris DOU. 0c8 5.00 
PUTO sve vesnsacdtet tras steee 5.00...... 5.00 
Scientific American...... B00 tec 3.00 
Berisiere cs ici iss.sadbet. 3.00...... 3.00 
St, Nicholas \.0s..5..::... , SO00.248 3.00 
Texas Sifting’, ..i.00s33.2.. BUG. actes 4.00 


ESCO cA WER Gstiasedoosank sci 3 A0 gaa 980 


—eHEXGHANGES.:< — I 


Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 
must be understood that we can take no py toy etd 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depart- 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed. To avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 
ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and on one side of the apd only. 
Send as often as you vlease, but not more than one no- 
tice for a single issue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted. Free to subscribers only. 








nickel 
A. RITTINGER, 83 


Rudge Coventry rotary tandem tricycle, all 
plated, for agasoline launch, Geo. 
East lWth St., New York City, 55 


Have Nos, of the Boys ‘‘Home Library,” books bound 
in cloth by Optic and other authors to sell or exchange. 
Send for list). R. K., 447 Elk Street, Albany, N. Y. 65 


Will positively exchange minerals for any we font 
of type in good condition, For particulars apply to the 
Editor of Zhe Acorn. 2009 Madison Ave., New York 
City. 

125 mixed foreign stamps for every 100 square cut en- 
velope stamps. 75 mixed foreign stamps for 60 8c. or 
65 4and bc. U.. 8. stamps. E, A, Ridenour, Woodhull, 
Ill. 65. 


40 ancient Indian arrowheads, 1 grooved ax, 1 hammer 
stone, 6 fragments mound builders pottery, lot valued at 
$5.00 for best offer in cloth bound books, novel, history 
or archaeology. Address, A. E. Garey, Box 26, Easton, 
Md, 65 


If you wantadog for Pe 
a Coc Spanie ree y 4 4 c 
eat pacpatinen oo gag ae le at Mount Waite Kennel, So. 
Fragtreet, Bost or S#qdress, O, B. GILMAN, 40 Boyls- 
ton 2 treet, Boston, Mi en 55 


pet, hunter or watch dog, get 
handsome, intelligent and 


To rent, sea shore cottage furnished near the railroad. 
Healthy location, minera spring on grounds, possessing 
pesling virtue. Also a small farm to rent near the sea, 
early land. Female grey squirrel wanted. Healthy, 


tame and kind. A 
Piha n ddress with stamp, H. Box 36, Wells, 














PNP. L. SCHNEIDER & CO. exec 
COLLECTORS OF STAMPS, DEALERS IN 


828 HIGH ST., COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


GENUINE STAMPS ON APPROVAL A SPECIALTY. 
Agents wanted at 25 per cent. commission. 


ATTENTION! 


RESPONSIBLE COLLECTORS who desire to obtain 
Genuine Stamps at the lowest prices should write NOW 
fora sheet of fine Stamps on approval at 30 per cent. 
commission, Mention PLaiIn TaLx, 


CHAS. BEAMISH, ur., 


1,424 MARSHALL ST., PHILADA.,, PA. 
FOREIGN CONSIGNMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
Det tet yb eee ee Salis fetid ape e Usktals tet, 


STAMPS ON APPROVAL. 


Fine goods. Every grade. Good commission, Col Fy} 
lectors, we have some 600 fine sheets in circulation, and 
they give the best of satisfaction. 


W. H. BRUCE, 


P. O, BOX 283. HARTFORD, CONN. 








This Self Inker with any reading on only 
40 cents. Regular ‘Ee $1.00 

Novelty Pen and Pencil Stamps with 
hes § name and address on 20 cents post 
paid. 
My illustrated catalogue of Rubber 
Stamp Novelties and terms will be sent 
on receipt of 15 cents; none sent free, 


AUG. BEHN, BOX 71, 


SOUTH AMBOY N. J. 


a $$ —____s____. 


ARROW HEAD SCARF PINS. 


A beautiful Oregon Arrow ge of Agate. Jasper or 
fs) 


Quarts, mounted in solid gold pin, Post paid for 90 
cents. 


Send 30 cents for one dozen Cbs flint arrow heads, 
oO 


Send 20 cents for one fine polished Brazilin Agate. 
Large catalogue for stamps, —— | 


Fletcher M. Noe, No. 1 Cyclorama Place, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


REE. 


Price List of over 200 different Sets and 
Packets sent Free ; prices very low. 


25 DIFFERENT FOREIGN STAMPS FREE 


to all sending for my fine approval sheets, 384 
per cent. com. Good reference or deposit 
required. 


HENRY GREMMEL, A. PA, 124 
109 2nd St, New York. 














rice, 
ave offered you in the columns of our paper many golden opportunities and valuable presents. 


“PEOPLE'S SAFE-GUARD,” CHICAGO, ILL. 


Guess quick and get the first premium. 





$300.00 GIVEN AWAY. How many Dots in the Oval? 


READ EVERY WORD, 


SS 
answered the first one, and to those who did not, we now offer another opportunity 
valuable CASH PREMIUM and «4 paper that should be in every home. 
uess with 25 cents silver and hg will receive FREE for SIX months the most magnificent 
amily Newspaper published 
cash ; 2d, $50.00; 3d, $25.00; 4th, $15,00; Sth, $10.00, and the next one hundred, $1.00 each. 
Premiums will be distributed March 29th, 1889, and the names of winners published in the 
“People’s Safe-Guard,” a high-class 20-page 
REMEMBER, if you answer this advertisement AT ON 


Many persons who answered our first “dot’’ adver- 
tisement did not guess correctly, while others guessed 
right bot did not send in quick enough. To all who 


of getting a 

Mail our 
n this country. The first correct guess will also receive $100.00 in 
‘amily Newent alone worth many times the 


K, you will get a premium and. 
DON’T delay. Address: 





es enjoy, above all other things, neat- 

fitting garments. By WoORTH’S 

RENCH TAYLOR SYSTEM ON DRESS 

CUTTING, @ person of ordinary intelli- 

gence can cut and fit any article of 

dress perfectly WITHOUT TRYING THE 

GARMENT ON. This system isso plain, 

and the book of instT¥ctions so complete and clear that a 
child may cut and fit as perfectly as the most experienced 
jiress Maker, With the Diagrams and Look of Instructions, 


on know exactly the amount of goods you need. How to 
it stout or lean people; how to ht round or hollow shoulders; 





how to fashion waists; and all the secrets of Dress Making. 


The extra sleeve 
patterns BAG OFFER, $1 1.50 for 
worth $5.00. ‘ . , 
Wortn’s is the only simple and correct system by which 


a person can measure, cut and fit garments without first 
H g the trade. Price of System compete $10.00. 


$1.1 6 








AMERICAN HOUSEKEEPING, 


A Ladies’ Home Journal. .22¢ Best Ladies 


On receipt of $1.16 we a leont porters 
Worth’'s System, complete; our Every-Day 
‘00k, 326 pages, Price, $1.00, and American 
Housekeeping for one year, Free. 

American Housekeeping, Chicago, ILL 


- 
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CIVEN TO SUBSCRI- 

BERS, EVERY PER- 

O00.0U he, 

$65 to I5e.” Tue Lapies’ Home VISITOR, an | Led 
lished, handsomely illustrated family monthly paper of 16 
pages, 64 columns, is bound to add 25,000 new subscribers 
to its already large list of 46,000, therefore proposes to give 
every person sending them 50. for a years subscription 


4 present worth from 65 to Ibe. Sar le paper fi 
when desired, VISITOR co., Fitchburg, Maas 


An Elegant Life Size 


CRAYON PORTRAIT, 


Worth $25, made entirely 
FREE or CHARGE. 


To the readers of Brexzzs we will make 
a Life Size Bust Crayon Portrait of self 
or any member of your family, from a 
photograph, etc., entirely free of charge, 
except cost of frame, 


= 





Styles and prices of frames Sree on 
application. 


Tanquerey Portrait Society, 
751, '753 & 755 DeKalb Ave., 


“SHINE ’EM UP.” 





Keep your Table Cutlery always 
Bright and Sharp. 


BS Gib} Ss 


3 India Rubber Knife Boards 


©. And Prepared Emery, 


Sizes 50c. 75c. and $1.00. 


watt... 


ile ih Ee Soldier-Father"as a Nurse. . Creal Furniture Polish 
Make Old Furniture Like New. 
20c. per Large Bottle. 











RARE STAMPS AND NOVELTIES 
Sent on Seprayas 25 per cent. discount. I make a ppeotalty of odd and newly-issued specimens. Best sheets in } qf LOSS J 33 Murray St 
the market. Send reference. Prices far below Scott. ’ ‘ 5 ’ "y 


WILLIAM B. HALE, WILLIAMSVILLE, MASS. 
Price list free with 50 rare stamps, only 4 cents for postage. : NEW YORK. 


Domestic Sewing Miachine Company, 


Cor. Broadway & 14th St., (Union Square,) New York. 

Designing, Stamping, Braiding, Embroidery, Knitting Silk. Materia 
for all kinds of Fancy Needle Work. Filloselle and Wash Silks. 
Fine Hand Embroideries. Large variety of Mouchoir and 
Glove Cases. Stitching to order on all materials. 

Dress and Folding Skirt Forms. Trimmed 
and Untrimmed Baskets. 

In our GLOVE Department there will be found Kid and Fabrick Gloves of the finest 
quality, prominent among which are the famous ** Salon”? Kid, every pair guaranteed. 
Buy the Light Running Domestic, 
The most desirable for all general purposes. 





Salesroom : Broadway & 14th St., (Union Square.) N. Y. 





Getting Better. 


‘Mary Jane,” said the wholesale fruit 
dealer, with feeble voice and pallid hue, 
‘* tell me the truth. Ican bear it. What 
does the doctor say ?” 

‘* He says,” responded the wife, her face 
radiant with joy, ‘‘ that the crisis is past 
and you will recover, William.” : 

‘*Mary Jane,” he exclaimed in firm, ring- 
ing tones, ‘‘ you may countermand the or- 
der I sent to the warehouse yesterday 
about rebarreling that carload of apples. 
Tell the men to ship them as they are.”— 
Chicago Tribune. 


An Evasive Answer. 


‘* Pat,” said his reverence, ‘‘I shall be 
very busy this afternoon, and if any one 
calls I do not wish to be disturbed.” ‘‘ All 
right, sor, willI tell them you’re notin?” 
‘“*No, Pat; that would be a lie.” ‘‘An’ 
phat’ll I say, yer riverence?” ‘‘O! just 
put them off with an evasive answer.” At 
supper-time Pat was asked if any one had 
called. ‘‘ Faix, there did.” ‘‘And what 
did you tell him ?” said the priest. ‘‘Shure, 
an’ I give him an evasive answer.” ‘‘ How 
was that ?’’ queried his reverence. ‘‘ He 
axed me was yer honor in, an’ I sez to him, 
sez I, Was yer gran’mother a hoot-owl?”— 
New Haven Register. 


The ‘‘Drop Game.” 





’ 


The well-known ‘‘drop game,” recently 
ried with success on a Brooklyn bank de- 
positor, developed an anecdote that is told 
of Judge David Davis. The judge was 
making a deposit ata Washington bank, 
and stood counting a large pile of money 
at a desk. A _ well-dresse@ young man 
stepped up, and, with a bow and a smile, 
said: ‘Judge, you have dropped a bill.” 
Sure enough, there lay a clean, crisp, gen- 
uine $2 bill at the depositor’s feet. ‘“Thank 

ou,” blandly answered the judge, placing 

is ponderous right foot over the bill on 
the floor, and calmly resumed his counting. 
The sharper, taken aback by the coolness 
of the proceeding, disappeared, and the 
judge was $2 ahead by the transaction. 





A Persistent Gimlet Man. 

‘*T should like to sell you a gimlet,” said 
a careworn looking man, as he walked into 
an office the other day. 

‘‘ We have no use for one,” replied the 
cashier, 

** But you should always look into the 
misty future,’’ went on the friend, demure- 
ly. *‘ Next winter you will want to make 
holes in your boot heels so you can get 
your skates on.” 

**f use club skates—no straps required.” 

**You may want to screw some boards to- 
gether some time. ‘The old-fashioned 
method of driving the screws in with a ham- 
mer is pernicious, as it deteriorates the te- 
nacity of the fangs of the screws, as it were.” 

** Nothing to-day, sir.” 

‘*The gimlet also acts as a corkscrew—” 

**T don’t want it.’ 

‘It may be used asa tack hammer, a 
cigar holder, and also a toothbrush.” 

**T don’t want it.” 

** Tt has an eraser, a pen, an ink stand, a 
table for computing compound interest and 
a lunch-box attachment.” 

**T can’t help it ; I don’t want it.” 

**T know you don’t. You’re one of those 
mean men that won’t buy a gimlet unless 
he has a restaurant, a trip to Europe and 
an electric light to save a gas explosion.” 

And the peddler walked out with his men- 
tal plunge on the perpendicular.—7exas 
Siftings. 


\PLAIN Padake 


PLAIN TALK’S PRIZE BOOKS. 


Look at this generous list of fine books, each one a 12mo. in size and handsomely bound in cloth and gold. 
One book given free by mail to every tenth subscriber on our list. Many have been sent out and every one has 
given satisfaction. The regular price of these books is $1.00 each, but one will be sent free to each subscriber who 
sends 50 CENTS for a year’s subscription to PLaIn TALK and 2% cents additional for the book, or one will be given 
as a free premium to any person sending TWO SUBSCRIBERS to the paper at §) cents each. Schools, Churches 
Societies and Granges may unite and by sending §0 subscriptions and $25.00 may select 35 books from this list. 
Send for further particulars of this offer. c 


A Bachelor’s Blunder. #”.£.Norris. Footprints of Fate. 

A Carcinal Sin. Conway. France, History of. Yonge. 
Adam Bede. £/sot. Germany, History of. Yonge. 
Esop’s Fables. Gems of Prose and Poetry, 
Allan Quartermain. Haggard. Goethe’s Poetical Works. 

A Lucky Young Woman, Goldsmith’s Poetical Works, 

















Phillis. Duchess. 
Prince of Argolis. 
Perfect Etiquette. 
Petrarch. 

Picket Line and Camp Fire Stories, 
Pickwick. Dickens. 


Smith. 


A House Party. Oxjfda, Good Measure. Erickson. Pilgrim's Progress. Bunyan. 

A Fallen Idol. F. Anstey. Gracie Goodwin, a Story for Girls, Plantation Jim. A/udge. 

A Modern Circe. The Duchess. Great Expectations. Dickens. Poe Poetical Works. 

Anne Grey. Grandfather's Chair. Hawthorne, Poe’s Tales. U 
Andersen’s Fairy Tales. Grimm’s Household Stories. Poets of America. Cheever. 
American Chesterfield. Gulliver’s Travels. Swi/t. Pope’s Poetical Works, 

As in a Looking Glass. #.C.PArli~s. Hawthorne's Champion Book of Practical Letter Writer. 
American Notes. Dickens. Recitations and Dialogues, Prairie Boys. J/udge. 

A Trooper’s Adventures, Handy Andy. Lover. Pretty Miss Bellew. Theo. Gift. 


Arabian Nights. 
A Tale of Three Lions. Haggard. 


Prose Writers of America, 


Household Poems. 
Ralph Foster. F. S. A. 


Heine's Poems. 


A Terrible Temptation. Reade. Hoods’s Poetical Works. Robinson Crusoe. De Foe. 

A Wicked Girl. Mary Cecil Hay. Highways of Literature. Pryde. Rocky Mountain Adventures, 

A Peep at Number Five. Zrusta. Homer's Iliad. Romance of a Poor Young Man, 
Arnold's Poems. Homer's Odyssey. Romantic Stories from Swiss His 
American Humorists. //awe7s. Hours with the Bible. Gerkie. tory. : 


Houston, Sam, Life and Achieve- 
ments. Lester. 

Hoyle’s Games. 

Hind's Disease of the Horse. 

Hugo's Poetical Works. 


Romola. Elvot. 

Rossetti (Dante) Poems. 
Rory O’Moore. Lover. 
Russian Fairy Tales. 
Sheridan, Life of Gen. P. H. 


Bacon's Essays. 

Bag of Diamonds. Geo. Jf Fenn. 
Baptized with a Curse. 
Beaton's Bargain. A/rs.Alerander. 
Beecher, Henry Ward, Life of. 


BRede’s Charity. Hesba Stretton. Hemans. Sabina Zembra. Black. 
Biographical Sketches. Martineau. Hard Times. Dickens. Sanford and Merton. 
Bonaparte. De Puy. Hypatia. Aings/ey. Scheherazade. F. Warden. 
Bound by a Spell. Conway. I Have Lived and Loved. Schiller’s Poems. 

Books jor fe and Ballads, Imitation of Christ. A'Kemfis. Scenes of Clerical Life. Eliot. 
Petsy Jane Ward. In the Forecastle. .Cleveland. Saddle and Sabre. Smart. 


Barnaby Rudge. Dichens. Ingelow’s Poetical Works. 
Boy Conqueror. Ivanhoe. Scott. 
Boy’s Own Book of Indoor Sports. Jack and Three Jills. FC. PAilips. 


Secret of Her Life. /endins. 
Shadow of Sin. Braeme, 
Self Help. Swr7les. 


Boy’s Own Book of Outdoor Sports. Jackson, Andrew, Life of. Scott's Poetical Works. 


Brief Biographies. Swiles. ane Eyre. Bronte. Scottish Chiefs. Porter, 
British Female Poets. ess. Haggard, “ Shakespeare. 

Browning, Mrs. Poems. oe Miller’s Jest Book, She. Haggard. 
Browning, Robt. Poems. ohn Halifax. Muxlock. Shelley. 

Bryant's Poems, <eble's Christian Year. Sketch Book, Jrzing. 


King Arthur. Mudock. 
Kidnapped. Stevenson. 

Kit Carson, 

Knowledge of Living Things. Bed?. 
Knickerbocker, /rving. 

Keat's Poetical Works. 

Kingsley’s Poetical Works. 


Social Vicissitudes, . C. PAtllips. 
Southey's Life of Nelson. 
Stories from American History. 
Silas Marner. Eésot. 

Ruskin. 


Sesame and Lilies, Ete. 
Strange Adventures of Lucy Smith, 


Buffon’s Natural History. 

Buds and Blossoms. 7..S. Arthur. 
Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
Burns’ Poetical Works. 

Byron's Poetical Works. 

Brown's Bible Dictionary. 

Brown's Concordance. 


Swiss Family Robinson. 


By Woman's Wit. Alsrander. King Solomon's Mines. Haggard. Tale of Two Cities. Dickens. 
Rook of Golden Deeds, Yonge. Lady Audley's Secret. Braddon. Tasso, 

Charles XII., Life of. Voltarre. Lady Valworth’s Diamonds, Tennyson, 

Calhoun J. C., Life of. Jenkins. Lalla Rookh. Moore. Terrors of the Sea. 

California, History of. Frost. Lamb's Essays. Thaddeus of Warsaw. Sorter. 
Camille. Dumas. Land of the Kangaroo, The Soldier’s Boy. Mudge. 


Campbell's Poetical Works, Lamplighter. Cusmnins. The Parisian Detective. 


Carl Bartlett, a Story for Boys, ULanguage of Flower. The Dean and His Daughter. F. 
Children of the Abbey. Xochke., Last Days of Pompeii. Bulwer. C. Phillips, 

Chinese Gordon. Forbes. Last of the Mohicans. Cooper. The Golden Hope. W. Clark 
Cloister and the Hearth. Reade. Life Among the Mormons, Russell, 

Comic Speaker. London by Day and Night, The Nine of Hearts, Faryeon. 
Corinne. De Stae?. Lowell. The Outsider. Hawley Smart, 
Course of Creation. A mderson. Living or Dead, Conway. The Merry Men and Other Tales 


and Fables. Stevenson. 
Tangles Unravelled, Kimrdal. 
The Frontiersman. Astmard. 
The Death of Ivan Huth. 7Zodsto#. 
The Duchess. Duchess. 
Tales from Spanish History. 
The Christmas Stocking. 
Thompson's Poetical Works. 
Thrilling Adentures, 
Tom Brown. /Alughes. 
Tour of the World in 80 Days, 
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea. Verne. 
Twice Told Tales, Hawthorne. 
Tristam Shandy. Sterne, 


Little Dorritt. Dickens. 

Longfellow’s Poems, 

Lucille. Meredtta. 

Mar = Memoirs, 

MeCati ay's Essays. 

Maid, Wife or Widow. Mrs. Alex- 
ander. 

Mason’s Farrier and Cattle Book. 

Marcus Aurelius, Thoughts of. 

Meredith’s Poetical Works. 

Mathias Sandorf. Verse. 

Michael Strogoff. Verne. 

Middlemarch, £/fot. 

Mosses from an Old Manse. 

Mill on the Floss. £7//o?. 


Court and Times of George IV. 
Charlotte and Lucy Temple, 
Cressy's Battles. 

Dwyer's Builder. 

Dante's Inferno. 

Dawn, Haggard. 

David Copperfield, Dickens. 
Dombey and Son. Dickens. 
Dickens’ Child's England. 
Dickens’ Christmas Stories. 
Dickens’ Character Sketches. 

Dr. Jekylland Mr Hyde. Stevenson. 
Dodd's Beauties of Shakespeare. 
Don Quixote. 


Dora Thorne. Braeme. 


Daniel Deronda, £Z/o?. Milton’s Poetical Works, ‘Texar’s Revenge. Verne. 

Dick Chevelry. Xingston. Mayor of Casterbridge. Hardy. Uncle Max. Carey. 

Duke's Secret. Braeme. Mohawks. Braddon, Uncommercial Traveler. Dickens. 
East Lynne. Wood. Molly Bawn, Duchess. Utopia. More. 

Economical Cook Book, Mexico and Maximilian. Had/. Uarda. Eiders. 

Eliot’s, George. Poems. Moore’s Poetical Works. Vicar of Wakefield. Goldsmith. 
Elizabeth, the Exiles of Siberia. Mulock’s Poetical Works. Virginia Housewife, 

Emerson's Essays. Munchausen, hd, ioe 

English Harry, a Story for Boys, My Husband andI. To/sto?. Vathek. Beckford. 

Europe. Horace Greeley. Mysterious Island. Verne, Whittier’s Poems. 

Evil Genius. Codlins. Misadventures of John Nicholson. Weem’s Life of Franklin. 
Fxplorations and Adventures. ts. Stevenson. Wild Life in Oregon. 


Famous Boys. Page. 
Famous Men, 
Fair Women. 
Family Cyclopedia. 
Faust. Goethe. 
Felon’s Bequest. Du Boisgobey. 
Frozen Pirate. Russell. 

Favorite Poems. 

Felix Holt. F7Zfot. 

Five Weeks ina Balloon. Verne. 
Flowers From Fairy Land, Sweith, 


Address plainly, 


Mrs. Forrester, 
Williams. 


New Arabian Ni 
Not Like Other Girls. Carey. 
Old Curiosity Shop. Dickens. 
Oliver Twist. 

Outdoor Lifein Europe. Thwing. 
Once again, Mrs. Forrester. 
Paris with Pen and Pencil, 
Proctor’s Poetical Warks, 

Prince Otto. Stevenson. 

Paul and Virginia. St. Prerre. 
Paradise Lost. Milton. 

Peep o’ Day Boys. Banim. 


Willis’ Poetical Works, 

Witch's Head. Haggard. 

Wooing of the Water Witch. Dol- 
dorne. 

Young Adventurer. 

Young Man’s Friend. 

Young Folk's Book of Birds. 

Young Folk’s Natural History. 

Wee Wifle. Carey. 

Wooed and Married. Carey. 

Widow Bedott Papers. WaAstcher. 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., 9 SPRUCE ST., NEW YORK CITY 
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